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ples i the ninateenth century tand Indeed, long after) by i) ! ;'lil'.t.ﬂ?‘""d'” ;]isu]xliu:.af'a i, Inpanese Iul.»:t-.u':l.' :5 poekirarked by
o orelerand, as o corallary their views of the vdle their nitiong s, und assassinations, Ty 1ag3, & New ‘H-rk' Tm:;;t r.E!E?rter
ments played in maintiining that seder. Tovyueville ywias Azl i hook q el fapan 'f_aotreax'sf:reejxi i."_‘.r .*\_sr..:sm:mr:ur nr '; mz}u
vt pesilesss ever-climbing-upward  Americans: Al are gara ! dp lapan ._-.;wm-d to Lhe "."|-'n:ri-.1. punu_du: WATS, .t-u[-_n LI.:.JH“:!.-,:L
sealing 10 acqire property; power and reputation,” 1t e L e geason why I!L_I"H. and later leading Japanese |I|11;.r_- | 1‘_'_‘|11'
plate these things o s great scale. " The poet Wall Whitmmm b e el mtemmul distrder. But befure and ..+Flt:r_l TR 1-i:
mifdiim ey il Yankeedoodledom s going ahead with the ~ ﬂ!-‘!i{r‘_‘l'ld‘_\" -.ussm‘s?ed that society and their own h:!pp_mesa
energy of & sim}r-ﬁ're*hlmLln:d—Thnuwr:d—h\r:r‘s.ﬂpc-wr:r SLedn] Engife B the wheels of consensus and himl“_"!-‘_r _T““‘?‘l" s "11""‘3"'3_'3_;.:5
dein, iF ever, was American sotiety mate changing. expansiveiie hip stccess 10 openness and aa:qmsmnn-inr—us.cfm.h . c
sively: pluralistic, and open to the different cultures and prs B Diked 1o sav, "Thel squeaking whf:ul. gets the gn:as::t.{ i. e
tety iminfgrants. Americans, indeed, not only rushed westirr S noverh 1 “The natl that sticks up lei he hammered down,
rushed tward civil war® fire 1800, officials had discouraged nails from suclong up. Hs

They were free to follow this headlong pursuir of wealth for i "‘“ﬁp;“ after itz intrmlﬂuu!iclm_irc-m Chinu_in. the ‘Sﬂ'u-'-t.'ﬂlh cen-
of reasons, Americans believed they had quite liverally been g ’ B (lid irs principles af discipline andﬂ_medlal:on By HOS 3 new
that is. that they were born, or had come to live. ma Jand frea ) ) lace the samurai (“one who serves l. became thek !:!Hh’- h_‘;_flid
institutions {guilds, orders, religious and governmental instinu Ty -a,mil]l.a.r}'.nlfur living in Edo, the present Tokyo e
uther restraints found in Elll‘ﬂpt—.‘ dfter 1300 L:lc]cing a fen E _ .|'.,||'.3 center of poWer. But .['u-e and u]l Japaness swore 1'_!1-':;]'
Americans wondered why peoples in Europe or Asia were (oL 5 aee to the Emperor, whose divine origins ﬂ:tendgd back to
unrestrained . WMoreover Americans In the mid-ninetesnth ! although his actual pnwer—exermsnd From his throne in

raled a vast land thar seemed endlessly apen [ar wettlement ntand isolated cily of Kyotp—was mosi Iy :,'lj:rt'mn!ﬂﬂil_ T:\E‘
- o . N . W ¥ ¥ .
tation, Several million Indians had stond in the way, but they: - 1 res ided over a system whose key agents were aboul 265 leuda

systematically exterminated or contained on reservations. Th R 'L" who ruled over prm‘inci:li centers whete Japanese datl
governenent’s role in all this was not 1o regulate, restrain, or Ha bnth focused and governed.
the society, but 1o release (—to provide the highways, canals
policy, tariffs, and military protection required for the ex)
Whitman's “Yankeedoodledor.” Mideentury America reve
relentless, individualistic, sequisition-for-ascent that Toeg
tecorded with jaw-dropping wonder®

Japan belonged to a different world, A Japanese “constitationig
atirihuted 1o Prince Shotoku; stated inits fies article thar h
dhove all, was most to be valued. That early—and forever alte
nese emphasized harmony, or wa, over acquisition-fur-ascentof
passivity was tolerated. Prince Shotoku's document had as A
"Lt the ministers and functionanies atlend the court euryin
ing and retire late The business of 1he State does not admit remis
and the whale day is hardly encugh for lts accomplishments=
than a thousand years Japanese practiced a strong work ethi
ethic; unlike the American, exercised within leudal inst
Formed during the next twelve hundved vears, and over' a
termitory racher than limitless frantiess. Within this space
institurions, Japanese leaders believed, wa alone held bacle &
anarchy; and destniction.” 1

Eﬁjc_'oullters with a New West

Iqﬂt}t.—urd by the search for gold and Chmstmn converts, and

ed by the technologieal discovenes of the Renmssance,
s from & new Western Europe moved across the globe 1n the
enth cemury. i 1542, storm-tossed Portuguese sailors landed
- Kyushue They carried firearms which Japanese had never
ven vears later. Jesmt missionaries appt'an:d: the Japanese
them 1o proselytize. By 13z, the missionanies claimed 15000
5 d‘-"-‘-PillJ considerable linguoge barriers. Suddenlvin 15587 the
ilitary ruler 1Hidevoshi threw out the missionaries. To make his
Hean he crucified both foreign and Japanese Christians. [idey-
fien rghtened his political links with the samurai and undertook
ol hunt” i which all weapons were seized from everyone except
rai: Fasever after, the holding of firearms by private vitizens
SRmsidesed unacceptable by the society, and one crugial contribu-
1 .‘If? Wwas in l][ﬂcf_._"



THE CEASIT

An 1oazahepowerfol lokngawa family began its rule as:Shi
rulesthar lasted for swoand achalf centuries: Inubas, as i by p
tiom, the Tokugawas decided thatws could best be maintainad k
ing: lapan to the West: Any. Japanese tiving to leave or Tl
Istanids: could recerve the death penalty, To Jessen the (emptag

ther: the Shogun ended all construction uf vceangoing ships R

than selected Asians, only a few Dutely traders were allowed )
iand then only through the artificial iland of Deshima, bullr
Tear Nagasaki. Trade with China did continue, and LOVLITIMEN
ernment relations developed with Korea. Oilierwise the Japar
lowed the “elosed country” (sakoku) pulicy. A wmigger for this
closing had been a revoll of 1637—38 led by Japanese Roman Cath
Trade and Christianity were now defined as discuptive and eyl
As @ century of contact with the new Westem Europe sudds
stopped. an interesting paradox appeared: the vigoreus people o
islind nation, surrounded by water and possessing ships comp
Huropess finest, voluntarily gave up mmade routes that already s
into Southeast Asiw and the Indian Ocean, outlawed the b
probif tor the taking of new weapons) from Westerners, and
closed itselt off for the sake of internal peace. This ¢losing off,
did nor mean stagnation. To the contrary: the Tokugawa en
set-about defining an orderly Japancse society as the venta
scholars now see the Tokugawa era as the base of post-ifgcs, 4
cially 19308; lapanese expunsion over Atia. As the less civiliz
chus swept over China in the seventeenth centiry, Japan sawe:
the old China, that Is, a¢ Japan-as-central-kingdom. The Tokuy
gave refuge to Chinese scholars, and even set up o form 6
system in which Korean. Ryukyu, and Dutch emwoys pald K
the Shogun. lapancee self-isolation before the i85e¢ thus fronicall
toa self-definition ind identity in the handling of foreign relat
helped propel Japanese expansion over Asia after the 18gos
"The Tokugaws Shogun hased his power largely on militany capiih
and contral of about enc-quarter of the nation’s rice crop. Peac
rampant throughout the land that the samura, with Tokugawn
agement, avolved from uneducated, hrave warriors into lean
highly competitive burcaucrats, This pillar of post-1868: Japa
began forming a century earlier. But the burcaucracy and the
sikedu dicl not mean a lack of creativi tv A Nourishing middiese
ture hloomed that produced Kabuki theater, imapinative (25
influential painters; and lasting poetry. Impartant parts of this
were centralized in Nagasaki, where Japanese olficials lkept
Western developments thraugh the Dineh wraders.!! -

! .-lmﬂm'rll-'ljl-' L ?]!iw ]

Bee, forein powers all butignored Japai. The most sgpressive
» l::h'f‘;fe“* Britain, disdained the teaand silic irade condneted

TR : i e
aiechy o e paltey compared with the British profics from

i mmu_—us;dmi frafts of Southeasr Asta o 1514, une ‘Brinsh
St the record und Hatly declared “that the Trade with
bt never hecome an abject of attention for the Manuficrures
bce of Great Britain.” Other foreign warships, however, now
an's cousts; and the caplans were not primarily interested

aunous were the Russians. As they moved across Siberia ints

tiver regaon and over o Alaska during the eighteenth and

feenth centuries, they clashed with lishermen from Japan's

| jgg'nds_ Both the Kunle Islands and Saldhalin were soon con-

isfabs and Japanese, In 18ay the Russian-American Comie

llicils al Nagasakl [or permission to trade with Japan so

i gy cuuld supply the expanding Russian settlements to the

dhe Jipanese flatle rejected the request. The Russians decided

WBot— 1o tesch the Tokugawa a lesson by raiding villages in

i slands. The Japanese did not baclk down. Instead. they

ussian official in 1811 and held him for two vears until

icials finally apologized far the raids. Meanwhile, Japanese

sean | wam that Russia posed the major threat to thetr coun-

iElty, By the 18505 anid 18505, this fecling grew intense as Japan

=Europeans exploit China. After Great Britam's victory over

£ Hsc—a2 Opium War, a war thar unsettled much of the

111 i, the powers serambled for concessions. The Rus-

hed Rear Admiral Evfimii Putiatin in 1842-43 to open trade

but Japanese resistance and the trade's skimpy rewards Jed

it his considerable talents to work elsewhere. Ton yours

H8tn was apain ordered (o open Japan. When he entered Naga-

DOEH August 1853, he found hie was top late. The Americans
BNt (he bay at Edo two weeks garfjer |#

\Pliearance of the Americins

T Elaul been propelied across the Pacific by their national
W manifes; desting” their growing desire to conguer Asian mar-
Parndaxically—y fear of deepening internal ensis, The slo-
- Mimifest desting” had appeared i a feverishly expansionise
iLE l:"-tTE'_l.* newspaper in 1845 that demanded the conguenng of
SEVEN i meant war with Grear Britain which also claimed
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the territory. The slogan came to mean L!:!at Amerjcans -{-“m[:;l;r LteT(-ZE-‘[
confidence of a Christian holding 4 aees; 1as fr?nner e 3 ﬁrll "‘;lai |
later phrased it) believed they had God-given “ghtff tf’ Spreat Llo 1 Liigjy
new political institutions and successful commerce across 1€~Cﬂf_1._ T ol E . . ,

i P in America, and to uplift, among others, g e greater than that of all Europe combined.” [n 1851,
nent, ﬂaen~1nlo Latlln i ine warned that U.S. production was already
beni_g:hted bumpea.nfednm esri‘car‘;s aimed also to gain profits. God 4 LA ith a potential danger: constantly augmenting capital

Criieg P?In.mp i ose and the individual's earthly success, y £ far new channels of employment.” The showdown,
Marpino'n, the ‘Ia%ger p.ur[.; eam American society. (In Japan, to the ¢ would be against the equally aggressive. British and
seldom l-gr-aparl lm S yose—a  Japanese manifest  destiny—gig : n American control of “the whole Oriental trade.""s
Lrary w}.]_en ; i;-ger E;’:E_ISEd w;th individual acquisition.) y Udestiny had its dark side. As vast new territory was
emerge, it P38 se Dcl}n g at leadtifienitsssaen I8 shins {Tnill debate erupted between a pra-slave South and

Betwee? 1790 .ar?t c; Jil% e;n o(nly forke ftned away. In 1832, as p ch section would control the newly conquered
E?YT\?_WEU"S :}l:’fl} :;:ﬁ;atior? oié the Pacific, Edmund Roberts receiyy - Congress passed the Compromise of 1850,
Eéd;;z f:crl;?n the Andrew Jackson administration to make a treaty §

edi resolved. But many, including Secrelary of State
: . ing the islands. Five years later d the crisis had been only papered over. Tn 1850
Japan, but he died before reaching the islands. 3 | , -

2 Treasury Robert Walker in 1848: "By our recent
in the Pacilic, Asia has suddenly become our neighbor,
lintervening ocean inviting our steamships upon the track

Morrison, owned by Americans in Canton, tried to enter JaPaln Wi : 1 &I TQ&E’Eﬁd £ _blowmg'l “Pl a "f“'c}l’ IT_'UWSIT ﬁml)l@lil; Wlﬁh
excuse that it was returning shipwrecked Japanese sailors. The e iplomatic crisis so, as he later admitte ~D€ tould take

however, hoped to Christianize Japanese as well as “trade a'| ._

‘dangers and put them on less divisive for-
When shore cannon opened fire, the Morrison beat it back to Cl

moreover, had long been a leader of the Whig

e dore James Biddle, head of the newly created U.S.. 1 L powerfi] members included large mercantile houses
78%6‘ (,omn"no or‘e crsitlostd he-zt:ed talks with Japanese officials: Heeply | International trade. During earlier debates over
A,ma squachorllt ca;’]l're: it e;nphasi?.e they had no interest in tradi Witather | Texas, Webster caught Whig foreign policy priorities
Tqi&ﬁf{;{Bay. ;)(T 3{13? h‘:a\seed' Aok 'm,. 4 second time. To demonstrate Lhel ety w 1€ pro that one San Francisco was worth twenly
with him a ’ IS

point, when Biddle tried to force his way onto a Japanese ship a
5 - 3

member knocked him down. :
Meanwhile U.S. whaling vessels worked the rich ]apar?es..e.h ﬁ

waters and often (as in 1848) forced their shipwrecked sailors on

O1ts as the springboards to Asia became a Web-
Seeretury of State in 1843, he had written the

&d to the first U.S, trade treaty with China in 1844.
y __a'd'p'e'nned a declaration, duly announced by

: : . aphor 1 g ler, .Il.‘-ha't Hawaii was to be treated by ther powers as
ies of Japanese villagers. Whaling became a metaphs g i : \ p 8
?l’? Lﬁzglgzzﬁlezrz;siipgd;ﬁhe 135% great frontier of the Pacific. « y ; Sk We;)ster WEE creatlln_g the first American policy
& : : e frontiers. e L G L R4 Japan was next.'©
T individuals to challenge those frontiers: {8 ] e e s ‘
IIIImearih;'tei\zil?ep;lilglli;;]ed Moby-Dick in 18sr1. (Later, when Com Webster heard from Captain John H. Aulick, who was
erm -

. i = o oy | . E}I
dore Matthew C. Perry wanted a writer to tell the story nf h i
opened Japan to the West, Nathaniel Hawthorne recommen iz
ville, Some 140 years later, Melville's work shaped both Unite

East Asia squadron, that the return of seven-
anese then in'San Francisco might provide the
commercial relations with Japan.” The Seere-

iteiaprstindise)d = o BAUNER N charge of the mission. Captain James Glynn,

2 apitiose I]tﬁ:il: still sh‘a.rper focus after 1840 when Shanghdl S0¢ il & hand, gave President Millard Fillmore and Aulick
Japan movec ; : % - Vi QO et 1o, o . . drs s g an .
{)Piiiznm trade. U.S. ship captains followed the shorter way from g™ o Ol lteat Japanese “as being less civilized than our-

. o - theni € Lo arguments. over treatment of U.S. sailors, ane
fornia to Shanghaivia the north circle route that brought 1h‘i Al . ng; o l”’"\:;“’“ LY “ % T 5 ":“"

¥ =R T\ . . 1 etk 4 L. 2 reaty.. ivle &f YT Snrewd(y
Tapan. The 184648 conquests of California ports, along with'@ g I et i Y

i ion, openet &85 i exelisive U'S. privileses. AR .
erating industrial and agricultural economic revolution, oper e U.S. privileges, but for access to Japan
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Ul nations. Thus the powerful Bri ish will have reason to suppoct,
her than oppose, the American demands.!”

l'}n May 10, 1851, Wehster drafted a letter fram President Fillmore Lo
. Japanese Emperor. Assuring the Banperor that Aulick was on no
pious enterprise, the letier asked for “friendship and commerce, 8
il us help (especially coal) for ships that wsed the northern e to
ina, Of special interest. Wehster's draft of the note emphasized
ent 1S, rriumphis on fand and intechnology

You know. [Fillmere told the Empernt) that the United States ol
America now extend From sea to sea; that the great countries af Ore-
gon & California are pasts of the United S1ates; and that from these
countrics, which are rich in gold & silver & precions stones, our
steamers can resch the shotes of vour happy band in less than twenty
days.

[These ships] must pass along the Coast of your Enypice; starms &
winde may cause them ta bewrecked on your shoves, and we ask &
expect from your kindness & your greainess. kindness for our men

We wish that our people may be permitted to trade with vour
people, but we shall not authoeze them 1o break eny Taws of your
Bmpire. . -

Your Empire has a great abundance of coal: this fsun article which

ourr Steamships, i going from Callfornia to China, must use

r as Webster phrased it to Aulick, "The moment ie near. when the
ot link in the chain of oceanic stean-nayigation is o be formed,” and
ur enterprising werchants {should] supply [that] last link in that great
ain, which unites sll nasions of the world.” Such & dream propelled
any powerlul Americans westward across the Pacific after as well us
fore o™

The upening of Jipan thus resulted from both the LS. quest for
himas trade and the technologicsl breakthroughs (especially steam) of
e i B4os. Japan, as Webster nicely phrased it 1o 2 {riend. was the key
seanse God had placed caal “in the depths of the Japanese islands for
& benehit oF the human family” Aulick, however, fumbled his thance
i bectme famous. Charged with mistreating a Brazilian diploma:.
ulich was repliced by Fillmore with Commndore Matthew ¢, Perry
his cotmmedore initally protested: he preferred o sammanding the L.5
Yediermanenn squadon instead of frying tu make yet nirother guempt
Lupest Japan, Bormoan Rbode Tsland in 174y, Perry had served in the
B Gf (Be2 tnden his famons beother, Oliver Hazard Perry (who altes

n].#llr.' Farvi. Limsaviadsle {:‘.\t.j“l

i sattle in 1813, issned the suceinet, soon-to-be-famons annoumee-
merit: “\We lave met the enemy, and they are ours”). By 1837 Marthew

:
}:,g‘d sen) through the ranks and commanded one of the Brst U5, steam
warshiips. During the Mexican War he won some fame lor helping to
condjuer vera Cruz
 After overcoming his refuctance o become Wehsters battering ram
sainst. Jopan, Perry prepared thoroughly. He especially carried on
e palks with business figures mterested in Asian trade. The com-
adace also demanded greater latitude In his orders from Wehster, a
ind the Secretary of State granted just before his death in October
Péirymiled for Japan with "full and discretionary powers,” in Wk
words, hut the commodare was to “he held 1o a stoet responsilil-
or his actions, The “discretipnany powers™ in¢luded possible use of
foree (f the Japanese tried to treal him as they had the unfortunaie
P . [N
G uﬂu’n‘: Biddle.!

Perryv's four ships, the Susquelansa, Misstssippi (hath the new steam
Typel fymouth, and Seratoge, took the long radinonal route along the
Ailantic, around the Cape of Good Hope, through the Indian Ocean,
(then o Singapore, Hlong Kong, and Shanghai, before approaching
apar: Then they teturned briefly to the China coast and, Bnally, moved

Edo (Tokyo) Bay on July 8, 1853, The Dutch had warmed the Sho-

'_-'%zovtmmﬂnl, the baiutfy, that Americans were coming, but the

manese were nevertheless surprised that Perry appeared so soon,

:su@:im mounted when the commodore ipnored Tow-level off-

s and insisted—pointedly as he stond bencath the cannons of s
n dealing anly with bugye (that is, someune given specific
directly by the Shogun ). Their surprise changed into near horror
they further learned that President Fillmores lener was
d't the Emperar as if Emperor Komei were o mere equal. The
etd bakufn decided to play for time by sending two bugro to accept
1 July 1y They also used their women to appease and dis-

ithe powerful, One 1.8, officer recorded that “the inhabitants
“most unmistakalle signs invited our miercourse with their
“As the historian lan Buruma expluns, “The Americans had
1z Yapanese lified thefr skirts.” (A smilar drama would be played
_I_tf late 1945 ) Daspite the diversion, Perry rightly feared tha the
dflese mipht siall unnl he tan shore af swater and provisions: he would
e bawe to sail away in disgrace, The commndare therefare declared
HEAEs dopariing for Chinie but promised to retum a year fater—avith

(= =
WIRE—tt) revolve the Japanese tesponse ™!
W Rt ove was up fo Abe Masahiro, leadar of the Shogtm's coun-
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ol A daymye (and hence known and trusted by most vther powerfu)
lords of these more than one bundred lefdoms), Abe was a gentle, well-
liked man so shrewd (hat he had entered the council ot age tweity-
bour in 1843 A politician who sometimes bent oo easily and quickly o
prevailing political winds, he carefiully sounded out the ditiinye abouy
the proper response 1o Pernye These men divided. Some knew nothing
of dangerous interpational situations in the western Pacific. B qll
<eemed 1o agree that under no circmmstances could Japan open its
empire o (oreign traders: their goods would upset the nation's internal
ardder: But how 1o Inform Perry of this when he et medwith his war

ships? Some of the mure powerful deingm advised stalling while 1he
Datenfun buiilt o modern milliry to deal with the commodore on Japanssy
terms. A number indeed, were willing 10 go to war with the United
Stites—alter pyoper preparations.,

These daimyo demonstrated & fascinating eonfidence that Japan
could quickly match the West's mifitary technology as well as perbiaps
profit frem: thar technology in international rrade We hinve reason to
believe thal the Americans and Russians have recently learned the st
of pavigation.” a tvpically confident daino wld Abe; "in what way
would the keen and wise men of our cmpire appear inferiur to the
Westerners if they ot jnte taining (rom today?™ Abe knew that the
West, most immesiately Perey. would not give Japan the needed time
Any doubt of that disappeared when Admical Potiatin again ledd his
four Russian ships Into Nagasaki harbor just afier Perry left Edo The
conventent death of the Shogun gave Abe an excuse 1o put off Putiutin's
demands for a treaty, At the samie time, however, Abe removed a twos

century rule against bullding large ships andl named an admiral of the,

pew Shaguns nave. A dilferent Japan was beginning to sl

Putiatin fnally departed just belure Perry reappenred on February
24, 1854, This time he browght seven impressive ships and sailed
straight into sight of Edo—before the edgy Japanese talked him o
muving some forty-five miles west 1o Ranagawa. As the bilarfn exan-
ined the commudore’s demands, the two sides demonstrated theis
friendship by exchanging gfts. Perry’s legendary gifts included a tele-
graph muchine; hooks, maps, snd @ minature steam train that the Japa
nese delighted in operating: Onrthedast day of March 1854, Perry and
the Japanese signed a wreaty of Ranagawa that contiined a doren provis:
joms. The hrst promised eternal peace between Japan and Amence
Anuther clause opened 1o U5 vessels tworports, Shimoda and Hako-
date, where-shipweecked sailurs could also by taken in. Amencans
conld move sround within  roughly fiftv-mile radius of these 1o ports:

\Fieeey iitnivnble Objees 1 ¥
j -;;ﬁ;'agmed toaccepta LS. consul in Japan, But—poincedly—
\was stated expliciily about trade Allowing entry into Japans
‘i.gf:ﬁs;m:ﬂmplcx, the Shogun's afficials 1ol Perry, that a decision
wogreat deal of time. The Japanese, in other words, had no
son of follewing the downhill slide of China Inte dependency on
paand products of foreigners™

fw centuires of dealing only with the Datch, the 25e-vear-old
wa Shoganate opened itself—carefully, nurcowly, and fearfully—
v hatn United States. In late 554, the British: Russcians,
1 issued successlul demands for acess 1o ports that wauld
i to match Persv's victery Agam, however the Europeans
trading rights. (When Puttaun had w build a vessel o
of his Russian warships damaged ac sea, the Japunese
dtently and soon afterward produced an exacr copyd The
Parry's success reached the United States via the Santoga,

pale the fastest rp yer between Japan und Amenica The New
;?inm brapged that the United States had apened Japan 1o the
id tpstaged the Europeans as well, by using “peaceful diplo-
o vercome obstacles hitherto considered Insurmountable,”
“the. <ncers, the ridicule, and the contempt” of shortsighted
and Amencan newspapers,”
limes, however. was also puzded. The Jupanese "seemed
matkibiy. conversunt with the abfairs of the United States—knew all
ol J:Ilef Mexican War, its occasion and results,” Chdie rue. Even
) Perry: Telt, in the words of a later historian, “like 2 combmation
‘Clans and conjurer” s he demonstrated the 1oy raitroad. the
nese actualle knew gl abowt eallways from the Mlustrated London
s towhich the Shogun himsell regularly subscribed
Wore important, the Jupanese had kept up with American affairs
0Cza= When uiticials discovered that the Duteh, short of their awn

s Avere sneaking U8, vessels into Nagasaki under the Dutch [lag

'Bh_l;}gqnult* demanded information about these Americans. The
Wiresponded with history lessons that featured the revolt against
< J_Il'l—ﬂ«‘ih i1 1776 (hecavse, the Duteh emphasized, of cnued treatment
‘ British), the 1787 Constitation, the great George Washington ('a
. Lghﬂ_ﬂh]r general’ whose name has been given to "a new city”), and
s Jefferson The Dutch had supponed the new nationin the
o8, 30 the Shogun heard o pro-Amencan version of the history-ly
"'L“'__‘ R2oe. Japanese used the Diteh fo sogutine goad wealih geopraphies

' Vais histories: and exploited their contacts with Chinacwhere
nissionaries-were publishing material, to obtain fresh mtormation
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for all manons. Thus the powerful Tiritishs weill have reason o support,
ratherthan oppose, the Ameticsn demunds. !

Om May 13 1551, Webster drafted aletter fenm President Fillmore to
the ja]un;:::e Empernr, ‘Assuring the Emperor that Aulick was on no
religious enterprise: the fetier asked for "friendshipand commerce, as
well as help (especially coal) for ships that used the northern mine to
China. OF special interest, Webster's draft of the note emphasized
recent U.S, triumphs un land and in technology:

vou know [Fillnore rold the Emperor] that the United States of
Ameriea now extend [rom sea to sea; that the greal countries of Ore-
gon & Californin are parts of the United States: and that from these

countrics, which are rich in gold & silver & precious sfones. ouUT=

cteamers can teach the shores of your happy land in less than twenty

days. _
[These ships] must pass ulang the Coast af your Empire; storms &

winds rmay cause them to be wrecked on your shores, and we ask &

expect trom your kindness & your greatness. kindness for our men,
 We wish that our people may be permitted to trade w ith your
people, but we shall not authorize them to break any laws of your
Empire:
Your Empire has a great abundance of coal; this isan article which
our Steamships, n going from California to Clunu, must use

Oy, as Wehster phrased it to Aulick. “The moment is near, when the

last link i the chain of oceanic steam-navigation is 10 he formed,” and
“aur énterprising merchants [should] supply [that] bast ink in that geeat:
¢hain, which unites all nations of the world,” Such a dream pmpEIlEd'.
imany powerul Amerlcans westward across the Pacific after as well as

before 1gon. ™

The apening of Japan thus resulted from both the U3, quest for
China's trade and the technological hreakthroughs {especially steam) al

the 18425, Japan, as Webster nicely phrased it 1o a friend, was the key
hecanse God had placed coal “in the depths of the Japanese islands for

the beneht of the hurman Family™ Aulick. howeves [umbled Dis chance
ta become [amous. Charged with mistreating 2 Brazilian diplomat,

Aulick was replaced hy Fillmore with Commuodore Matthew C. Perry
The commadare initially protested: he preferred communding the LS.
Meditesranean squadron instead of trying to muke vet another altempt

1o open Japan. Born in Rhode island in 1704, Perry had served in the
Wit of 1812 under his famous brother, Oliver Hazard Perry (who after:
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ane battle in 1813, issued the succinct. soon-io-be-famnt s imnounce-
ment: “We have met the encmy, und Lthey are ours™), By 1Bz Mas thew
had risen through the ranks and commanded one of the hrst'U.5. steam
warships During the Mextcan War he won some fame far belping 1o
conguer Vera Cruz

After overcoming his reluctance to become Webster's bartering ram
against Japan, Perry prepared thoroughly He especially carried on
extensive talks with business figures interested in Asian trade: The com-
modore also demanded greater latitude in his orders [rom Webster, &
demand the Secretary of State granted just before his death in October
1852, Perry sailed for Japan with “full and discretionan: powers,” in Web-
ster's words, but the commodore was to “be held 1o a strict sesponsibil-
ity for his actions. The “discretionary powers” included possible use of
Torce if the Japanese tried to treat him as they had the unfortunate
Commadoere Biddle "

Perry’s four ships, the Susquehana, Missssippi (bath the new steam
tvpel, Phymowih, and Saratoga, o0k the long traditional route along the
Atlantic, around the Cape of Good Hope, through the Indian Qocan,
then to Singapore, Hong Kong, and Shanghai, before approaching
Japan Then they retumed briefly to the China coast and, finally, mioved
into Edn {Tolyo} Bay on July 8, 1853. The Dutch had wamned the Sho-
gun's government, the bakufu, that Amencans were coming, but the
lapunese were nevertheless surprised thar Perry appearcd so soon.
Their surprise mounted when the commaodore ignored low-level offi-
crals and insisted—pointedly as he stood beneath the canmons of his
warship—on dealing only with bugye (that is, someone given specitic
powers directly by the Shogun). Their surprise changed into near horror
when they further learned that President Fillmores letter was
addressed to the Emperor as if Emperor Komel were @ mere equal. The
stunned bakifu decided to play for time by sending two brgya to accept
the letter on July 14. They alse used their women to appease jnd dis-
tract the powertul, One U.S. officer recorded that “the inhabitants
Ly the most unmistakable signs invited our intercourse with their
winmmien.” As the historian lan Buruma explains, “The Americans had
auns, the Japanese lifted their skirts.” (A similar drams would be played
tut in late 1045.) Despite the diversion, Perry rightly feared that the
|apanese might stall until he ran shart of water and provisions: hewauld
then have 10 sail away in disgrace, The commodore therefare declared
he wis departing for China, hut premised 10 return a year later—with
force—to receive the Japanese response.™

The next move was up to Abe Masahiro, leader of the Shogun's conn:
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Ten: too, a few Japanese who had lived in the Upited Siates reticned
lvameand, as-one re[mm:d i 1851, announced that Americans were
e by nature, but otherwise well-behaved.” Japan might have chosen
tsalation, but its people, including peasants, were ahout as well edu-
cated as the British (and mare so than the general French population).
nd in realitv they were not isolated. By 1839 ane group of intellectuals
{vas so active indearming from the Dutch and spreading the information
tliat several communted suicde fearing their activities embarrassed theis
aimye master-in the eyes of the Shogun.™
The tension illustrated by these suicides—the tension crealed
between the seeking of outside news o protect Japan, yet the fear thi
spreading of such foreign influence could cresle disorder, perhaps civil
war—shaped the background that tereigners such as Perry never inder-
stood. For two centuries, after all, the Tolugawa Shogun had assumed
thal the tishtest relatlnnship existed berween toreign and domestie poki-
cies. The government had announced, on the basis of jis bitter siv
teenth-century experience, that Japan's sunival and the mamtenance
(af internyl order required culling off the inherently disorderly—and
necally, imeonirollable—affairs of the vutside world. A powerful and
influential argument was made by a scholar from the domain of Mito,
twodays travel from Edo, In 1825, Aizawa Seishisal wrote New Proposals
(St ). His work had been triggered by a Shogunate decree that
dgain, to- Alzawa’s preat satisfuclion, banned foreign ships. Aizowa
wamed that Japanese weakness “for novel gadgets” could "lure ignorant
peaple” 1o the spell of “treacherous foreigners.” The result. he con-
cluded, would be the mternal corruption and decay of Japanese socicly,
or outright foreign conquest.=®
Aizawa had reason to worry: Not only were foreigners trying o pene-
trate Japan- OF equal importance, his own domain of Mito hud long
siiffered from low agriculral production, natuml disasters. uind
increased taxation. Famtine and revolt threatened to spread. After 1750
especially, these ceonamic prablems. including natural disusters, forced
thee Shogum (who was living beyand his means anyway) 10 tax e o
vt The diimye did the same, and thus the peasants and samura paid
'ani]-'suffg'red even mote exploitation. A new merchant class (chomn
meanyhile arose to provide gomds for the nation’s growing population—
atid also make luans to the once-proud sunural. The ohonin began @
l‘gmak apant the feudal restrictions on trade, land transfer, and certain
Linds of new production. Mites changes and unrest encapsulated only
a-small case studinof immense Japsnese sociil problems by 1850, The
sumusal; for example, became dissatished and restless as the Shoguo

: Faree: Lnmnvable Chject

‘them into bureaucrats: Chontn also grew testless: they wanted
o ripture the Teudal restraims of the datnne, 1hus even us Americans,
B msﬂ]&..ﬂﬂd British approached from the outside, Tokugawa rule was
i intermnaliv-undermined by spreadmg Frustrations as well as by g

 price inflation caused in part by the Shoguns own over

ne
Am fntense debate was therelore erupting just as Periy demanded
trance. By the mid-rises, his appearance helped turn i central part
debate into the highly dangerous guestion of how Japan must
i (rder to deal with “the harharians.” The shock of Perv'e tim-
df success, moreaver, translormed @ once-restrieted discussion
nsiveepublic argument. The political stakes rose dramatically
mal fiefs that had never been fully contolled by the Shogun or
seited on the debute 1o chullenge the bakifu and try o solve
gabing economic crises by transforming themselves to make their
i domaitis more efficient, The Shogunate began to endure exactly
had 6ng feared: opening Japan to foreign influences was !wlpmi.;

i -t
derming Tokugawa rule and destroving social harmom:

Harris's Triumphs. 1i's Assassination
Ll
lash hetween Japanese and American systems therefire accurred
ok in Manchuria i 1g19; or China in the 1935¢, or the interna-
il mharker of the 16805, The clash came with the first appearanice of
TiCns J.I:I Edo Bay during 1B53-54. The Tokugaws rule had long
: I'ﬂq_uj;.llr_r:atml:k The Americans did not canse these findamental
ammic nd social peoblems that struck Japan, but they accelerated
s and, of special note. created a new and more dangerous
g envitonment in which the bakufu lisd to deal with the erises
IER0hing less way happening than an assault on 2 centuries-old feu-
,ﬂ',':.fe"h”t many lapanese assumed to be fundumental for their
Eﬂ?!“—_‘ﬁ'ﬁ Americans were the cutting edae of & new world, 4
L hiad little use for feudal mder; & world that valued social
Hiony {85 than individual acquisition: -and a world thar (unlike the
BRSLsan ils survival resting 1ot on exclusion; but on a mamifest
thist required 1he opening of pors and markets evervwhere ™
Fl_mc!- himsell' thving to steer a weakening fipan around a radical
_”&"|‘1|&H}t\' He had to steer. moreaver, as: competing @raips
Htor contral. On onesidewss the Shogriin [esady .']H;:—ZRT: whlnr
dsenses tor survival, wanted to exclude the Americans while
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building up military power at home, [The term Shogiin could be rrans-
lated ae “harbaran-fighting general”) He was supported by his only
superior, Emperor Komei (who ruled in (Bg6-67). Komer's ardent xeno-
phobia merely modesated in the 1862, On the other side were i Nao-
silie, a tough: powerful daimye of Hikane, and Hotta Masayoshi,
daipya. of Shimoda. They believed that increased contacts, even treat-
jies_ with foresgners werc inevitahle, sa should be mrned to advantage
Amid this power struggle, another more seribus hight intensifred: outly-
i areas, especially Choshu, in the extremne west. and Satsuma, in the
far south, had never been fully integrated into Tokuginva Jupan. Led by
Chuoshu, these areas began a mujor assault on the weakened bakufu's
powers: The chullenges 10 the central government were supported by
same {ntellectiials and political acvivists who saw the American Revolu-
viiin s exemplifving the land of radical change needed (o replace the
decaying Shopunate. Many of these wriers wished 1o woek with the
Amerfeans. But sone (like Nakuoka Shintaro) thought the 1756 Revolu-
tion simply & splendid example of how to expel foreigners, ™
Abe and the Shogun thus not enly had 10 deal with the Westerners
hut to develop a policy that stood the beliels of twu centuries on their
head—that is, deal with fureigners withoul brangmg sbout a war while
reconciling the internal debates and facing down the Choshu-Satsuma
challenge, All of this suddenly cume to a hiead oo August 21, 1856,
when a LS. consul, Townsend Harris, appeared at Shimodi. Harris
annotniced thar the Japanese must now sign 3 trade agreement with
the Linited States.
The bland fatlures of Harrigs previous fifty-three vears of lite gave
Ao hint that he would suceeed in opening Jupan lo trade atter the
world's leading empires had failed, With litle formal sehoollng, he had
tisen in New York City business circles and even persuaded the citvs
Rosrd of Education to establish aschool for poor boys that later became
Gity College of New York. In 1548, however, his mother died, his china-
Amporting company began wo lose money: and he apparently was drink
ing heavily. Never married, he liad few ties left in New York, s [lairis
‘inyested in 4 ship thal ok him to the Phiippines, Intis, and China's
apen ports. As his business prospects darkened, he asked for o LI5S,
consuls job at Hong Kong or Canton. then requested that he be allowed
to join the Porry mission. Hurris received none af rhese appomtments.
Althoush he was finully plfered the consuls posinen the backwater
pore pf Ningpo, Harris turned down its pitiful salare Ar this paint, he
heard about 1he passible consul’s joh al Shimoda. Backed by New Y ik
[rends, bur hounded by stasies af his drinking. be decided 10 take the

Arves itilile Forve. lmmevnble Tigect .

Jing joutney baclk te convinee President Franklin Pierce of his abilites
“antl sobmety: Hams won the appaimtment, left in October 1855, and
arrived in Japan ten months later, On the wiy he had linally renegorn-
ated wtrade freaty with Siam that left him tived and bitter {"the pr:lpur
ey to negotiate with the Siamese.” he concluded, Tis to send two or
\hreo mien-ofwar ™)
" Harris was thus no innocent as he approached Shimoda. “1 have 2
perfect koowledge of the social banishnsent | must endire while in
Yupin.” he had wrtten Pierce, "and the mental isolation inwhich I st
.:'..,.. I mm a single man, without any Hes to catise me o livak sty-
tﬁﬁsly 0 my home, or to become impatient in my new one” But. not
_.guéj_[_]-]ﬁrris was prepared lor the nexl fourteen months. As he stepped
I ol the LS, warship. the San Jucinro, thar brought him [rorn China,
I_Elgﬁ:i.-é.reui_ized that Shimoda. a small, isolated town, had no housing
fon him. Local officials who greeted him with surprise told him they
Cunderstosd the 1854 treaty provided for a LS. consul anly if hoth
Cpations. wanted one—and Jupan decidedly did not. When  Hams
msisted on staying. the pfficials put him and his translator, Henry C, J.
Heusken, o Dutch American hired in New Yark. i a broken-down rem-
|Lf',1e fve miles from town, “Bats In rooms, See enormaus 1éte de mort
Cspides: the legs extended five and g hall inches as the inzect stood,”
Hurms recorded “Unpleasant discovery of large rats in numbers, run-
nm about the house ™
" He came both o appreciate and be beluddied by the Japanese. They
fire a elean people. Everyone bathes every day” Harris wrote atlmir-
fngl}*But poorer classes “of both sexes, old and young, enter the sime
bathoom and there pecform therr ablutions in a state of perfect nudity,
Itgannnt nccount for so indelicate a proceeding on the part of a people
st generilly correct.” Harmis was partially reassured only when Japanese
_ﬁﬁfﬁﬁl‘i'luld him that “the chastity of their bemules' was protecied hy
SIS very exposure [that] lessens the desive that owes much of its power
ihli‘l:-'ﬁ‘ttn and difficulty.” Plagued, as he admitted, by too much smok-
ﬁgﬂﬂ extitic food, Harris quit smoking, took long walks, and learned
i appreciate the wild game the Japanese began to bring to him. Hew-
sken, wiho refused o stop smoking, gresw Increasinghy prickhe’
But Hirris's cenirsl problem was somebow to reach the Shoguns
18IS who could make decisions. Stalling. the Japanese told him that
WIS 100 distant for himoto visit, AL one point, believing he was
B0 lied 1o by officials and spied-an by servints, he shook the Jupanese
iSpicking up s stove (htbachil and flinging il against the wall.
Setording 1o legend; Shimoda officials appensed Hurris by giving him o
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geisha named Okichi-san as a2 mistress. Heusken also supposedly
recefved 2 mistress. Stories passed down relate that Okichi was then
chunned by her own people for fving intimately with @ white man. She
took 1o drinking und fnally drowned hersell. Nothing in official recards
supports these accounts, but Okichrs birthplace in Shimoda became o
Lonrist attraction, at Jeast five plays were writien about her, andl in 1958
Hollvwood immaortaliced her in the filiny The Barbarian amed the Geisha. ™

Whether Okichi was a reason ot not, Harns grew to admire the Jupa-
nese. “| do not think the world contains & people so truly frugal and
plam i matters of diet and dress us the Japanese” he wrote in early
1857 "No jewelry is ever seen on @ man. ... They are a people of but
fow wants.” Admiration, however. led to no diplomanc breake hroughs.
Those came from Haris’s stubbomness, Jopanese internal divisions,
and the baludir’'s sound information thut British warships were again
Ilasting China open in 1857 and when fimished might well use their
carinon Lo impose ugly trade terms on Japan. Harriss arrival had driven
even desper fissures between thosc Japanese who wunted to stall the
foreigners and others who believed that the best possible deal should
he made—while quickly copving the West's weaponry,”

The key official who was to deal with Harris belonged ta the second
camp. Motta Masavashi, soon to be the most powerful member of the
buaferfus, was alsa one of the more moderate. Hottd had somehuw gained
extensive hnowledge of "Dutch studies —that s, events in the West,
He wrote later in 1857 that “military power always springs from national
wealth " and that such wealth could be found “principally in trade and
commerce.” Japan consequently had "o conclude friendly alliances
send ships to fareign countries everywhere and - . . copy the fureigners
where they are at their best and so repair our own shortcomings " By
March 1857, Hotta's approach led to the first substantive talks with
Harnis. The consul was plagued by cholera, little medical help, no news
from LS. ships on the China coast, and no assistance whatever from
Washington: He nevertheless warned the Shimoda atficials that he had
been instructed 1o tell thern that if they continued to delay, the [Presi-
dent would ask Congress for the authority to use “arguments - - they
[the Japanese] could not resist " In June, Flurris excitedly recorded that
lie Had broken through. Shimoda officials agreed to & convention thit
apenoll Nagasaks to U S ships. allowed American residency and o vice
conetll il Hakodate: enabled Harns to move amand Japan more frely,
and sentled the exchange vate for Japaness maney at @ more favorable
luvel Bt this wareement only prepared the way for the mes! diffacull
steps trsveling 1o Edoand negotiating a full trade rreaty withy Hotta="
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I November 1857, Harris ind Heusken approsched Edo in o spec-
| faidlar caravan that aimed to canvince all onlookens (hat Americans
SWere oot to be (rifled with. Made up of 250 persons, including 12
frdsmen. 1wo stundard-bearees, bwo shoe and fan carriors, tweo
oms, 4c porters carrying Harris's luggage and household goods, and
20 Bearirs of the sedan chairs on which Harris and Heusken rode, the
processicn finally entered Edo on November 30. Always sharply aware
i if his possible place in history, the consul wrote that the entry “will
| farm an inportant epoch in my life, and u still more important one” for
e Japanese, for 1 have lorced this smgulur people to acknowledge the
nihts gf embossy™—lormal  diplomatic  relations with the United

On Decomber 7. 1857, Harris had a brief. formal. historic meeting
with the Shogun. who expressed pleasure with the consuls presence
and declared, necording to the interpreter, that “mteccourse shall he
cantinied forever” But detailed talks with officials on December 12
rurned feistrating. Harris notably opened them by explaining two of the
beliefs that drove TS, policy, then and since: becanse of the technolog:
gl'.’.l;;lcg ihrough (af steam locomotion), "Japan would be forced 1o
abandon her exclusive policy”; her wealth and happiness would grow
mos prapidly “when developed by the action of free trade Y Onheranse
the powers would “send powerful fleets” to [orce Japan open. Hotta

aniked Harrs for the thoughts, then added "that the Japanese never
seted as promptly on business of impontance as the Americans” because
nany persons had o be consulted.” Weeks dragged by Harris began
i o eamplain that Heusken could not solve the mysteries of the ]upan;:st
lanpuage: il "does not possess either singular or plural, has no relalive
i cmoris the use of the antecedent known. . .. 1 never shall get
attom of the deceptions of the Japanese.” {Later abservers also
Fexplain Harriss frustration by noting rhat, having considerable
it l_:l_f verhal skills, a Japanese preferred to commumicate feeling
Iy anid even withoul language. If these signals were communi-

o
! “'
:
:
ik

niellisence if they were not picked up 1%
| imalﬂlh‘ in March 1858, agreement was l}E‘EI.F].j‘ complete, a result of
Aol _?Jﬂﬂ_l_mnr:t_ami aminous British and French warmaking in China,
IR Apain Japanese internal divisions stalled the Lalks. T June: Hotta
the day. 1T treaty;, signed inilially on July 2g, 1858, opened live
10 tride between then and 1863, ineluding Nagusakl and Kaina-
j titer Yokohama ) allowed foreighers into Osaka ind Edo; permir
8 resident minister:m Edo and a Japanese minister in Washington
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with cach countnys consuls at the other's npen ports; protected Ameri-
cans- throngh - extraterritariality (that s, they would be tried only in
American counsh and imposed an import and export tari{T that was
Fixed extremely low s the Japanese could not manipulate it 1o keep out
fareian goods. Amencans could enjoy freedom af religion as well as own
el for business: residential, and even roligious purposes. (Later, in
\8z0, [arris tried 10 obiain a provision guaraticeing religious froedom
for the Jupanese themselves, but the baimfn atiickly rejected iv} Oddly.
one of the great U5, diplomatic principles, that of most-favored-
fation—that any trading rights Japan gave to one nation auromatically
went o hers—was not included. (This omission was remedied in
August when the British, using Harrss secretary and treaty, npened
\rade relations with Japan and obtained most-favored-nation rights.)
O special significance was a provision in Article 1k

Americans may freely buy from Japanese and sell 1o them any articles
that either may have for sale, without the intervention of any Japs-

nese officers in such purchase or side.

Not for the last time. Americans, with deep suspicions about state
power, ied to wemove that peswer as much as possible In their com-
merce with Japan. They enjoyed little success in this. altempt Noe
could they hecome involved in Japans intemia) commerce. [or foreign
traders were mostly confined to a residential wres near the ports

The Dutch and Russtans us well as the British (ollowed Harris into
the Japanese marker during August 18358, The American, meanwhile.
followed up his trnumph by having a physical breakdown that had heen
huilding <inve August 1856, Delivious for days, he was probably saved
hecanse the Shogun ordered Japan's best physicians to attend him. Har-
s neveribaless had his historic treaty and even a letter for Prestdent
Jamies Buchanan from the Shogun, the hrst letter sent by a Shogun to
a foreign leader in 2o years, ™

Hiris knew his_demands had divided the bagufie; but he did not
realize he wis helping to destiny the 25oyear-old Tokugawa rule jsclf
Far his.deminds, coupled with the growing Internal unrest, had led 1
serisis and Hotta's rempval in June 1858, Hewwas replaced by li Noo-
sitke 11815-1862), @ powerful dainsie of Hikone Tough, determmed.
relentless, Ii became-a virtual dictator of the bakifi. Assuming power
m mideisss he discovered that the Emperor. sitting in his majesty at
Kyotey teared the propased trearw "The American affair is 2 great sorrow
to our divine fands” he had told Hota. The reaty "would disturh the

;:E_lep Foree. hnmanqll'lle (}chrl Z3

dens of pur prople smitd firake it impossible w preserve lasting tranguil-
.eﬁl}"-f\hn@.-' daimyo sided with the Emperor Hut most of them, i
'1w[|1 helieved the treary tu he inevitable. The alternative ub var with
| the Westem povieTs was unthinkuble =

i moreover, heatd in July 1858 that British and French warships had
finiched their work in China and might e heading for Japan. He
'{d&ﬁﬁ-ﬂ therefore to sign the treaty with Harris in July The Emperor
I.l';ig] not changed his mind, but he reluctantly went along out of fear
hat thit Westerners would play on the divisions between his court in
Ej{p'maud the Shooun in Edo. The rebels who hoped to keep out the
1 o barbarians” and weaken the Shogun never forgave 1i for casing
reigners éntry mto Japan. Un March 3. 186z, eighteen samurai
the rebellious duimye at Mito, assisted by Shinto priests, atracked
i autsitle the Linperial Palace. Because i1 was minmg, Ii's sixey guanls
hiad covered their sivord hilts. Relore they could uncover their swords,

_FéENQQ' 13, 1860, after manv postponements, a Japanese diplo-
Mitic mission of seventy-seven persons left on a US. warship for Wash-
tmaton where formal ratifications of the treaty were to be exchanged. It
: the first such trip anywhere by a Japanese diplomatic delegatinn af
s size-after two hundred vears of seclusion. The tnp was diffhcult,
Few Japmmese cared 1o speak English—io0 ditheni—and so spoke only
Buteh other than their mative language. Not many Amencans knew
Bich, The mission included spies who reported on other members.
B8 ilars found soy savce and fish foul-smelling and so threw out
MBSt af the Japanese food, forcing the diplomats 1o cal meat. cheese:
il ,‘? L which they hated
_th paint of the mission's visitwag irs ammval an June (6 1o [Wema
1 _ﬁﬂ‘hm. fn Navember 1558, the New Yok Times had carsed an
SEERLN | e & reporter traveling with Huarrs who haid seen @ Japanese
) eEd e asled hisreaders “to stop here a motoent, reflectupon; the
teness of such & thing” Such 8 steamer hud nor esisted when
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Perry arrived five years carlier. Now: this state-of-the-art vessel nor-only
existed, it “could capture any Portuguese: man-of-war of her clase” In
1860, the Témes. did ‘not yer want o say that 4 new era had openid
hetween "Western Chrstendom” and the “heathen Fast” Buot this
“England of the Pucific.” as Japan-was new commonly called, could
nevertheless cause a spectacle even in New York City where tens of
thousands went on-holiday 1o weleome the stolid wisiting diplomats.
The Times nicely added, moreover, that it was only fitting that the i
elimax in New York, rather than In “more. provincial cities [thar is,
Washingion| through which they have heen dragged gs 2 kind of vulgar
show.” For New York, after all, “represems the full grandeur of that
mighty Amencan commesce,” which had beaten the military of the
“more arogant powers” in upening “the hitherto impregnuhle East,"®
A more exalted and memarable response came from Wikt Whitman,
@ New Yorker who had come 10 see the growing U.S.-Asia ties in mysti-
cal terms, yet with wortls thut micely captured central themes of 1S,
dipiomacy The New York Times published bis long poem, “The Errand-
Beavers,” mn June 27, 1860, 10 commeémorate the Japanese delegation’s
wisjl:

Superb-faced Manhaitan,
Comrade Americanis—1to us, then, at kist, (he Cirdenn comes,

The Originatress cames
Flond with blood, pensive, rapt with musing, hol with passion,
Suliry with perfume, with ample and Howing garments,

|, too, rasing my veice, bear oy serand,

I chant the Warld on v Western Seq.

I chant the new emprre, grander than any befare—As in 3 vision It eomes
Eid Fpes

I ehant Americs, the Mistress—1 chant 2 greater SUPTEmACY. -

I chant cammerce opening, the sleep of ages have (one #ts work—races,
rebom, refreshed.

The Japanese were not as happy with the moment as was Whitman.
Americans often shouted insults, as in Philadelphiz where one cried
out to a U,S. naval afficer, *. . is that your monkey you have got with
yous” The puritanical, male-dominated Japanese were notably stunned
by Amesican women, wha, as one of the mission noted dunng # dance,
“werte tude from shoulders to arms, . . The way men and women, hoth
young and olil, mived w the dance, was simply insufferable to watch.”
One Japanese compared American couples ta "butterflies erazed by the

=
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sfshtof Nowers,” espeeially when the men actually gavetheir Chinire tn
wosmen,
“F‘.‘::"h:rmnn':. mew empite” nevertheless seemed to/be bﬂ,l:lll'll!‘!g h:,
qii6e. As Perry and Harmis opened lapan o Western trade, le_tena:m
John Rodgers led a U8, survey expedition through the witers st
rounding Japan and along China's coasts between 1853 and 1856, After
shoroughly investigating this Great Circle route, Rodgers concluded
that the “commercial possibilities [l Asia] are so vast as to daleff sg!?n_nr
calenlation.” At the same tine, American merchants and the LLS, it
sster to China pushed Washington to sefze Taiwan, buth as a S‘L'l?‘:ltcgic
base and as leverage with which to beat down Chinese opposition to
Western trade. In 1854 0 1862, Russia began to di:.-_r_:uss the sale of s
Maska territory to the Americans. The US. Civil War stulled 1'he_mﬂ:5
antil 1867, when the Russians recognized the reality—Amenicans
already controlled the commeree around the regmn—and sold Alaska
for 5= million. Holding Alnsks and with formal entry into Japan, r_h:e
United States grabbed a secure hold an the Grear Circle route 1o Asia’s
markets =

F‘Eil;: Japun itself seemed much Jess SEEUIC. Ii's murder ilf, 186a
pecurred in o wave of assassinanons that (inally washed over [ureigners.
Marris noted that gangs of Japanese roamed the streets at r_light; sever
killings of Westerners occurred in eighteen months, Many of these mug-
dors were done by the hands of ronin, that is, semurat who had hrll]l{ﬂn
lenaley to their r.\'rri:m}-'o and now; 16 4 Japan coming apart, committed
crimes (rom political vr economic motives. In January 1861, Heuskn_?:n.
Harriss translator, was killed when e made the mislaluz of walking
home from the Prossian legation in the dark The fereign dip]nrflaiﬁe
demanded retribution, as did US Secretary of State William H. Sew-
ard, just newly appointed by President Abraham Lincoln. But Harrs
spccessiully held out against any retaligtion. He instfrac_f blamed: Heu-
shen, wha “should have known better” than to be on foor after dark.
The consul quieted the issue by wccepting a S1o,000 indermty fm:_m
the baknfu for Hensken's iother, an amount one-temth the |nclem1:nt\'
the British collected after sme of their officials was murdered by Sat-
sunut samurai, Harrs doggedly remained in Eda even when ic--o.l.her
diplomats left afler the British legation was: auacked and btitned in
1862, S

Much as the Emperor had feared, the West's Intrusions were
undermining Japanese order Foreigners bought up Japanese gum cuine
and resold them in China at grest profit. When the Imkfa_fu IJpﬂzltenEd
0 stop the tralfic, Western officials threatened war. The holifie there-
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fure minted cheaper coins. debased the money. and nguered rapid
imfation that devastated the mass of Japanese. Foreign demand tor tea
and:silk pushed up prices for Japan's people. The Shogur's sudden
Jesite for Western arms, and the reparations the bakefu had 1o pay the
West for the murders of the foreigners, drained the country of good
tioney: The view that the Shogun was becoming o mere frantman for
e Westerners, mistaken as it was, fatally infected the buleasfu’s legiti-
maey, Jupan'’s first exiensive contacl with the West was turning into o
catastrophe, ™

WWarn down, Harrs returned linally to a United States, ilsell torn by
civil war, in 1862, He was thus poi present to soften the crisis that
erupted between the Westerners and the Tokugawa regime in 1863-
fs—a crisis that led to blondshed. By 15863, the Shogun's palicy of reluc
tantly agreeing to the foreigners’ demands had ereated a loose alliance
of variols daimyz at the Emperors court in Kyote. The allmnce was
led by the distant clans of Cheshu and Satsuma. The group aimed at
undermining the Shogun's power and driving out the foreigners. The
ohjectives were (wo sides of the same policy. As the Shoguns govern-
ment i Edo weakened, the romin becume more vicious andl the distant
duinno mote dading. On May 24, 1863, the U5, legation in Edo was
gutted by fire. The new ULS. minister. Robert H. Pruyn (an Albany
Republican politician who had taken the post-at the beaging of his
close friend, Secretary of State Seward): wanted to believe the fire was
accidental; yet. after all, “repeated attempts have been made to induce
e to Jeave.” Then word circulated that the embartled bakufu was ahout
lo go back on its agreements, close the ports, and regadn its power by
moving decisively agiinst the foreigners. Pruyn’s response was direct:
“Fven to propose such a measure i5 an insult 1o my country and equive-
lent to o declaration of swar” The Ede government strongly denfed any
idea of poing back an its cammitments, hut it was ¢lear that the Shogun
was losing control.*

O June 23, 1163, the small LS. steamer Pembroke was fired upun
by the Choshu when it tried to pass through the Straits of Shimoneseki
French and Dutch vessels also received fire. On July 16, the U5, war-
ship Wyuming was hit before its cannon sank several Japanese hoats:
five Americans and an undetermined number of Japanese lmst their
lives. Ten years after Pesry, the first Amencans and Japanese had fired
areach other. The Western diploniats: decided to cut through the trus-
trating Japanese palitics t tcach their hosts a lesson. Provn asked Sew-
ard for instroctinns""

Seward s respanses formed o new US. policy roward Asind The Sec-

[i-'i'ﬂjuﬁut: Taree. Tomurable (.H:jﬁrl 27

ety of State's views, mareover, shaped U5, approsches toward much
b Asia until World War I, Jupan. it wried vut, was to serve as a lahora
oy case study, Tedeed, Seward treated the Jupanese even mare hrutally
Ut he did the Chinese. And if it were his policies that guided u.s.
i ‘"__'[:;éﬁihl.lc activites for the nest three-guarters of a century, il was also
]}iﬁpalm}- that the Japanese vowsd o destroy inasimuch us it applied to
Ill L}
| Seyvard had hegun his obsession with Asia in the early 1850 (just as
Pt s setting out far the new West), when he was o Whig senatur
;Biﬂ.léﬂllgﬂlﬂt the American continent was soon to -becomie the center
.ﬁ'%_wtbf]dré'pnt:nduuﬂnu and cammunications, he mrged Amencans 1o
ake their eves off the western hemisphere where, he was sure. the
puted States was inevitably going o be supreme, and focus on the
seredible potential of Asia, “the priee,” “the chief theatre of events in
world's great hereafier” as he termed it. The Key to Asia was com:
qerce, which [,] swviving dynasties and empires .. - continues, a5 n
former apes, Lo be o chief fentilizer” for both Europe and Asia. If com-
erce was:the “tertilizer,” then missionanes often acted as the plow.
tespecially religious hirnself, Seward developed a lixation on prosiet-
ein, of al] places. Japan. Not only were “the simple people of Japan”
to be made to respect “the matitutions of Christianin”; their attacks
and fimutations imposed on Chiristians were not to be tolerated, He
gven urged what his biographer termed a “holy war.” Japans attempts
Cto recover its internal harmony by moving against Cheistians “will only
repare the way for fearful and blapdy convulsions. .. " Seward wrnte
LS. minister in Edo ino 1868, “Humanity indeed demands and
S continually extending sway for the Christian religion ™7
: icve {hese objectives of expunding commerce and Christianity,
o it] neithing less than reverse the decades-old principles of LS.
it Asia, Traditionally, the Americans had acted alone (so as not
darnished hy acting with Eurepean imperialists), and largely stayed
'."fl'ﬂ'm thie use of force, Competitive gonds and peaceful relationg,
__ﬁl'il_?:dls. were 1o win over Asian souls and money. Scward. how-
hefieved that the Western powers shared interests in China and
cotperation could best advance those interests. Given the dis-
anvof their civil wat, in any case. Americans needed all the foreign
they conld find o hold on ta their Asian trophies. That helief led
Ht0 the reversal of the second principle: Seward now believed
2 5 military power had 1o be applied. Hiz cluse friend. Miniser
s anderstood the Secretary of State’s mind perfectly, It swas nin
= 1!3_?3"*-'5'*? tespect lor the "public good” that had epened the colntry,
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i minister wrote Seward in 1563; it had heen “the silent hut no less
{1_rlicﬁr ulterances of bayonet and wide-mouthed cannon [tha] burst
Ay the barriers of isolation.” Now, he added. "our foathold here cun
be maintained . ., with the hand an the sword.™"

Sewvard, resembling many LS. leaders before and after, believed thaf
having been horm [ree of feudalism themselves, Americans were es-
tined to free others of feudal institutions, Then the ever-moving hani
of Western capitalism and Christanity could justly enjoy access. He
instructed Proyn o help any daimyo who favered Western trade, “and
thus lead to the ultimate revaking of the feudal system, and of the
exclusive theory of Japan.' In the same mstruction, Seward ordered
Pruyn to wark with the ether foreign gavernments. The Secretary of
Srate realized thar Western policies cauld destroy traditional Japanese
saciety and create large-scale disurder Not for the fisst or last time,
U5 officials willingly aceepted disarder, perhaps even civil war for the
cake of obtuining access for Western goods and missianaries. After all,
Seward candidly wrote, "One can hardly expect anything less than seri-
ous political changes as a consequence of the sudden entrance by Japan
intd relations with the other nations.” The idea thar Ameacans always

valtied erder more than the apportunity of profir is; as Seward s
trated, 4 myth.*

Weeks after arriving in Japan, Pruyn believed that “all the officers of
the Western Pawers in Japan ure sentinels m the outpasts ol civilization
135 here as with our Indian iribes"—stike or be struck. Given these
racial and ideological views, Seward and Pruvn not surprisingly agreed
in early 186y to comnit LNS. torce 1o an international Nuila that would
teach Choshi hard lessons about the power of Western technology,
while opening forever the Straits of Shimonueseki. Officials in London
were even more enthosisstic about using such foree, for British citizens
hidd heen especially targeted by ronin. In Japan, the British minister, Sis
Rutherford Alcock. vigorously ageeed with Proyn that all policy toward
"Asiaties” had 1o "rest on a solid substratum of [oree,” in Alcack’s words.
He led thie preparations far an attack on Choshu. The paly problem lor
Sesward and Pruyi was they had litde naval pawer to commit. The major

“ships were al home lighting the South, Pruyn finally found a small
sailing beat, the lamestownr, to accompany seventeen powerlul ships
dispatehied by the Brijish, French, and Duteh The famestoen, however,
conld st keep up with the fleet, su Proyn had to charter s privately
el ship, installon it a eg-pound cannon from the Jumestows, and

senth ik off 1o uphold American honor: Afrer four daye of bémbarding

Choshi anid sufferinga dozen killed in September 1863, the Westemers

L ‘J‘H:::Fl_xﬂ_:u. Il:!'ll‘l'“l‘!'ﬂ-""‘l.‘ nl:_iﬂl R

ceized Chushu's cannon and the straits were open, The Japanese had
indeed been taught a lesson they would not forgel, although it was not
! f‘ﬁ*ﬁ@séj}’fﬁﬂ lesson Seward and Provn had hoped they would leam.*
= e New York Times reporter in Jupan thought the Japanese should
aetunlly thank Seward, Alcock, and other Western officials for disciplin-
o CHoshu and enabling the Shogun to meer his obligations. The Tiwes
. spondent nevertheless had to admit, "Iv will take & long tine
o break down the prejudices of millions of the non-ruling classes, who
" or generations lsoked upon seclusion as their peculiar instirution
i geference 1 the American South calling slavery its “pecubar thstitu-
T andwho, in their ignoranee and superstition,” would blame the
For Japan's lls. “The masses.” he told his readers, “must be made
fe: benefits arising from tmde and contact with eivilization.” The
ese dlid quickly feel such “henefies.” lmmediately after the {lotilla
the bl agreed to pay 2 53 million indemnity for past
by Japan. The Americans, with the smallest ship, received the
ullest share. (It was therefore not onerous in 1883 when the United
e peturmed the indemnity to wanm relations with o different, now
ctedd, Japan.)”!
the Convention ol 1566 the powers forced Japan to fis tarill duries
the foreigners long-term advantage. But of special significance,
ary lad to promise that its traders would deal with loreign merchants
e —thian 45, without the support of the government—not only in
Dbt everywhere. The hakifu also had to agree to reverse 250 years
ioy by altowing Japanese to travel alroad
> teeaties of 1858 and after were transformed hy the enemies of
vand the Western powers into weapons to destroy hoth the
‘and the influence of the powers. “Revere the Emperor and
he barhariun” became the motto far the rebels ar Mito and many
places, Choshu, despite {or hecause of) the powers’ attack of
regroliped, joined Satsuma in 1867, and helped lead the drive to
oy thie Tokugava Shogun, In March 1568, an imperial army. led by

id Eda in April. The Shogun resigned. A hfteen-year-old
: gary Lg rule as well asreign by a proclamation of October 23,
-\TI!'E powers officially remained neatral through the Rzhting. In
mm.t.m*?*?m]"ﬂthm:d with the Shegun, whoe Jad, after all worked
I}Eﬁl‘g'i"m'ucmntl!.'l- with Terryv and Tarris, Aleack imnically backed

- Wigturs declared not the ereation ol a new nation, butthe Tresto-
0 Japan thue bad allegiines o the Empemr, whose lineage,
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they claimed, went-back to Jiminu Tennu. Or as Robert Smirth lias
gummurized their feal. “Seeking nationallst revelution, they called it
{imperil restaration.” The restorationists moved 10 switch the allepiance
B the Japanese people away From the feudal dainyo, now om thelr way
to extinclion. and toward the Emperor, This was accomphished n part
by taking up the lng practice of ancestor worship—argiing that all
Japinese were descended through 1he centuries from the imperial fam-
il sind concluding that hence all Jupanese were related ™
Uini] 1868 etnperors had been comsidered so divine that their persons
were ngt allswed to wuch the earth ani their subjects could not look
ujin them. During the Tokagawa years of 1626 to 1863, no emperor had
every left the palace at Rvoto unless forced pul by fire or other emergen:
cies, But the young Emperor waveled in April 1860 from Kvoto o lus
new capital gt Edo (now renamed Tokyo, the nation's commercul as
well a5 political center), He took the name of Meiji. or “enlightencd
rale:’ When the Emperor emerged trom his Tokvo palace, he was
dressed in foreign-style clothes and rode moan open cariage for all to
“see, Having established a vital link with the Jupanese past through the
Emperor, the victors were nevertheless pointing toward a very different
future. The Charter Oath, signed by the Emperor in April 1868,
declared that councils for discussion of the public’s needs would be
established, a declamtion that quieted samurai who upposed the new
regime. The Charter Oath also proclaimed thar “knowledge shull be
sought throughout the world™—but the ubjective was "to strengthen the
folndations of imperial rule,” not to hecome Westetnized ™

Restoration paradowcally ed to great innovation. fapan meant fo
svpid he Chinese example of subjection o foreign powers The Japa
nese instead intended to jam the powers, but on their awn terms, not
thie West's. Harmony and a rraitional community were to be restored
aling with the Emperors awharity. In 1863, an obsenvant visitor noted
the dividing line between Japan and the West: "It is a singulir fact thar
ift Japan, where the individual 1s sacrificed to the community, he would
seem perfeetly happy and contented: while in America, where exactly
the opposite takes place, and the community is sacrificed to the ndivid-
aal, the latter is in a perpetual siate of uproarious clamor tor his
rghts. ="

Tocqueville caiild not hive stated it berrer. Between 1853 and 1868
the relentless American determination tosbreak feudal hariers and galn
decessforoevery mdividual—whether merchant; diplomat. or mission-
arv—hat. enconntered o cenfuries-oll and apparently immovable cul-

ture of Hokngaws Japan The ircesistible force nonetheless helped

Frrees Himgyehla (_'Ifjm:l

W theshell of the unmovable object. A new capitalism triumphed
ng:éf",;?” ald regime: Now 1z was 10 be decided: could a differen Jupa-
nese '\?r'j_l' ical system—one that continued 1o value harmony a1 home

n !li.DJi' trong relationship between the individual and the state—adapt
3 ough 1o abtain Western industrial and military poseer while

o "ﬁ i Japanese forms of sociew? And would this make Americans
happyy Or would they push Japan's saciery Further, to fit the principles
) gﬁmﬂﬁc;m capitalism? And how would the Japanese respond ta such
:i'” esauresr Arnund these questions. the conflict between Americans
) ,}]gp_:gu;ew_e built aver the next century god-a half,
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the Club (1865-1000) 6 4

: :ead For annexation by a joint resolution—s pmcedure requir-

0 sHnpe m.u]orrn' of the House and Senate. Hawail was

el I J‘.I.ﬁ'e‘ |3g3 Be

BERNG SEA
£, Spam: had surrendered, In September, McKinley

FRIBILOF 15,
i ted ]ohn Hay Secretary af Stute. Returning from London where
Mg b N .
v e serving as LLS. ambassador, Hay infimately lmew what was
] d'.m: reopen the deor to China. Having served as Abraham Lin-

avate secretary, and then hecoming a wealthy industrialiss, Hay
E,h_l,gh!}" <ensitive 1o the political and economic meanings of

nolicy for Americans. Finally, in late sutumn 188, MeKinley
p\]:he L.S, Peace Commissing in Paris to demand that Spain
e ot only Cuba and Puerto Rico but all the Philippines as
As i resule of the “splendid fittle war” (Hav's phrase), the United
w controlled the strategic Philippines that were 1o be “the
he PaﬂﬁL sl.lndm;,‘ glidrd af th{' entrances to ll".]d\ w:th the
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= ,Bar:-'rm]s\,msé i stm-rns UFP[‘OIEH.‘: I']]L P:mdunt s ﬁ;,ht to nbmm Senate
&;"%:‘ JE i R far his peace treaty was therefore ouch and go until the
5 Lo [P }tcbruun 4 18g0, w hen the White House telegraph informed

iliplnn nationalists bad Gred on LS, moops. Even riding a
of patriotism. the treaty barely obtained the needed two-
Farly Twentieth- Century, i the: Scnate several days later. MeKinley suddenly found
LS, Interests: in the Pacl ' L emmeshed in an escalating war that lasted more than three

Dafos intficats year of azguisition or peoupanon oy B2

4
L)

ﬂfpinm:{, and, at times, was fought oo a subhumuan scale,

liev in Asia now tested on g paval base ot Manila and an
alliance w ith Japan and Great Botain. the valy other two pow-
rested in the open door Or as Mahan portray ed he developing
ower struggle, the seapowers of Great Britain, Japan, and the
IStates were pitted aganst the land powers of Russta, Gerniany,
fnice. For Americans, it was 2 contest of good faders versus evil

shooting—destroved the decrepit Spanish Hotilla in Manila Bay an May
1 18gh !

Even helore receiving official word from Dewey, an anxious Mekin
fev dispatched twelve thousand roops to eccupy Manila. The President
also moved quickly to annex Hawan "We need Hlawaii just as mach -
and g good deul more than we did California.” he wwold his private secrés _ spolley required a cooperative Japan, During the war of 8ok the
tary "It is smanifest destinge” Senate opponents raged that:the Phifip? ' ﬂm'l been preoceupicd with German and Russian moves' in
pinee and "parts of Asia” would be next- “this Hawaiian scheme is ul L »humj hur worled to stay on good terms w nh i :1'-1[1m§,thn
the entering wedgethu eleaves 4 way open fop empire.” The crines '
wote Lorrect, but Mckinlev outfoxed them by skirting the Scnate anel




Democrats blasted the Presidents use of troops to keep China opey, |§

saving compromise that calmed the rivalry in Peking and provided the

WHEIGLASE T3 JOON-1012)

aited States tried to reduce the indemnity Such o large

The reasons were both domestic and foreign, At home, Bryan and e
left Ching open to linancial pressure from the powers wha

LS rraders and investors moved intn China, the Democrats warne ot i fmanceit. In the end. the American share was largely used
Chings cheap labor would mean that she wonld . .. becone the greg | g:duqau, Chinese students in the United States. [apan received
workshop to fill the markets of the United States,” while US. capital qyely little oun of the settlement, given s large military commit-
would hire Chinese lIabor instead of “American labor " Americans why) it uf' capital, ds usual, the _[upam,f:{' could not jorw athers: in

love " ‘the open door . . would see western civilization erippled ™ Bryag E' E".qnm:ng of L]“'HS bonds 1o pay Ll"— ”":]"\”m'lff Thes

called impetialism the central campaign issue. He had Andrew Came
gie's millions 10 back up his assaul on McKinley's policies. "My
Daooley” sarcastically supported Bryan in the widely read humor columg
written bv Firlley Peter Dunnc: "We arre th advance goard iv Westery
Civilization . . . and we're goin’ to give ve [Chinese| a railroad so ve can
go swiltly 10 E}]E'EEE thir ve don't want 1o sec. . . - A counthry that L
no railroads is beneath contempt.”

I China itsell, Russia and Britain maneuveréd to partition choig
portions of the dving empire. McKinley considered grabbing a str areg;;:
slice himself to protect the growing U.S. [nterests. From a sicklied in
Newpaort, Rhode [sland, Hay pulled the President back from the edge
The United States had na alternative, the Secretary uf State jnstructpd)
MeKinley, but 1o play for all China by cooperating, especially with th
British and Japanese, in maintaining the open door. Believing that LS,
interests conld he protected by “maral” power or American forces alot
was "mere ap-doodle” At the same moment, ltaly proposed o §

seemed neardy [rntic (o demeonstrate that spirit, "One
¢ Japanese and Chinese are of another race and that the
o Wl-" .-11-.\:1}5 huve a tendency to draw together and unite
he white ruce,” the prime minister told the Belgian ambassadie
ﬂﬂ]_mg_gs facther from the truth ir more absurd” Japan
esmahlish a “progressive government in China,” but "in coap-
p the European nations. . - Our interests in China are iden-
\those.of the industrial puwers of both worlds: All'our effors
4 toward the development of our trmde and industry; and the
‘market which s a1 our door must be open wide 10 us.”
wihind not said it better. But in September 1901 the President
Uin Buffalo. New York, by an assassin's buller Ingeg, a
st assassinated Ito in Manchuria. By 1geg their sueces-
Eillking much less about American-Japanesc cooperation. '

rsar with sn excuse to retreat in Manchuria. McKinley stayed with he
opeti-door principle. the erisis passed, Bryan fumbled away his cai
paign while the Republicans cun well-financed race, and the Presider
won reclection in 'z landslide.’
Bur Hay, it turned ook, wanted the best of both worlds, colonial ard
open door. While supparting his notes, the Secretary of State, appals
antly without embarrassment, sounded out Japun 1o see ‘.\hethfr '
wollld oppose 2 US, lease on Samsah Bay, in Fukien Province. japi
hal tried o obtain rshts in Fukien, especially because the pmﬂn
faced irs newly seized colony of Formnsa. Hay's approach not surpns
Ingly hae 4 solid wall in ['nl{m Coaal officials t|1.|ntet| back to the *"nmﬂ L
cans the open-door princ Lpits that prohibited such leases. Tay hachked
-;.]T then redoubled his efforts to push out the Russians anil prop Ups

crambling China, In the Buxer Protocol af September 7, 1oo1, wn \We
em pawers plits Japan forced China to pay o $318 million indemuils cawlill dilermma shen desling with China betore 1og0:

and worse, to-accept forcign: moops to be permaniently statinned Honnake continual demands on 2 Chinese government they
PC mﬁ.‘i I'n-:'t'rin fjUaTIET and other siralegic areas lhmlfulmllr the collis LS lefiver concessions, but dizo without [‘lL'Lumrug 1 Chi-

'im-,_ Ruuseveit. and the Russo-

Empire was ,:.Hirf"".' weakened by the Boxer intervention
sipn intervention.” as Chinese Jater termed the Boxer epi
temains were rapldly filling with Chinese nationalism and
Big-power rvalry. One of the worst fates that can befall a
ie ‘China. it became urterly Ltnprt’dll;.'ldh!t, Some astute Japa-
';_ ’ﬂ:chm'crf the upshot would be “a complete change of gov-
LU 'E{:hlna Western observers more dimly saw a possilile
B in Chinese affairs. Like Lhe Japanese. Westerners: most:
' .'mﬂifl‘talniug foroign rights in Chinese markets: The powers
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nese government that becavse of the concessions became a warget ol iy
I‘.lt_"{,l]‘.rlf ¢ xenophobia. The West and Japan thus tried to figore our hog
to have it both ways: a Ching weak enough to be dominated by Iurem =
ers, bul strong enough o resist the demands of its own people

The United States and Japan dealt with this' dilenvma: diflesenty
anel; for all the talk about open duvors, for different reasons. Amencagy
wantedd markets. Japanese wanted murkets and security. Americany
cared mosl about open econtmic competition in Asia. Japanese Cored
most about Bussian militany forces, 118, officils found the worst g8
their domestic ipheavals hehind them. in the horrors of the 8y, ands
sought economiic expansion to keep sich protests in the past. [apanes
oftictals feared that without changes the worst af their public proesys
lay:ahead. Japan had to apen mainkand markets, cont il and exploi ‘.- T as peime minister from oo et Membes of & Choshu
tong-despised Koreans, and drive back Russian forces who refused (g AL | ily, [Katsura had closely studivd the new Gevman military,
keep their agreements of 1901 1o evacuate Manchuria. Indecd, in@ 5&1. 21 shed himsell as an officer under Yamagatu in the 180405
secret deal that the Japanese discovered. China and Russia had agreed? med a viscount and i general by 808, Kutsura was neverthelecs
that if the tsar’s troops left Peking, Chma would help Russia build i ds i temporary prime minister i 1goe. This view suddenly
ways i Manchuria that linked up with the grear Trans-Siberian milyos . to the surprise of many, Komurs Jutaro quickly accepted
systerrt. With China's help, Russia was practicallv setthng vn J.m.m = ¢ '

1 'g[[!tﬂiim- Pu'.w.rflﬂ eorps ::-f bureaucrats. By passing tilmm_h T.iu
ol ‘Dfsgm]. Gate o zovernment, this elite saw iself 5s "servants
i ' By 1aso; the best and brightest of |apanese men (qume
fip thie [nited Statesrwanted careers nol in law o business
ernment: As burcaucrats, they would enjoy enormous pres:
anid a status above that of most peliticians. Yamagatas
n fgos and 1a5y significantly shaped Japuncse polities for
st hall century: I

{'uld.tr:d[dh]w he <haped those polities by helping Katsura stay

= fresl from diplomatic successes in Washington dind the

doorstep.
Jupanese officiuls diseussed this growing danzer amid unpredicralls sism Peking, the Hamard-educated Komura was an hisway to
ity at home. Since 1868, the Emperor Meiji had been guided by a groupi pecomine perfinps the greatest twenticth-ventury Japanese diplomat,'™

of elder stalesmen known as the gene, From Satsuma and Choshu (a8 had close ties to the United States. und he hebld great tespect
two provinces (hat led i the overthrow of the Shogunl. the ng tradition. (When he died inojorr at age fifty-seven; the two
remiaining gewro in (yeg averaged sixty-six years of age. In 1901, for thes oy his bedside table were Tennyson and the Oxford Book of
first tirme, they failed to salve a political orisis by putting a genro mem ' o | i hove all, however. he was a lananese nationalist and
her in the prime minister’s chair One g, (1o, stepped down w f" . ist. Komuru believed that Japan needed Manchuri, hoth 1o
another (and Ito's longtime political apponent), Yamagata, finally was issian power and to gxplait the matkets. He also concluded tha
able to plice of his younger followers, Katsura Taro, in 1h£ Loy ¢ mwe it or was hot the answer. Japan remained oo weak to com-
mental position, Even as this generational change threatened 1o sha 'nnmwrcl.:el capitalists have not yer resched the stage of
Japanese polities, o tned to counterattack by using his Seivukal iH‘:II t atwhich they could compete L"q!.l..!ﬂ'u with these of other
cal party as u base. The party had lithe support From the public. Dea inder such new privileges.” The open-door principles were
smiall resembliance 1o grass-roots American partics, Seivukai was 1 ricuns and Brtish. Their industrialization enjoved 2 head
by for and with clite officials: Bur same of the elites; especially it :;n;:. .mll they had sccess Lo nl_in At l'ndtﬂl.nis. Ope i 1'1msrf
Tl hated such |‘=.1rtn‘:~_-,. Ima CURNNE nove dunng [1 =R Yomagata PO '
ically beheaded the Seiyukai by having lto promoted 1o the Empei®
Privy Couneil, ajob that forced Ttota cut party ties.!”

Yarnagati alsy meved to strenpthen the military's hund in this i
tiopul perind s In 1922, the prime minister established the principie TI.'_ .
only highs activeservige officers could serve as ministers of thed
il vy e excluded civilions from oversevioe the military an i

“L I1 Japnncae {|ilﬂnmat}' from a »nﬂilngnw- L -u.an with the
alites along Hay's principles, to g realization that heing able 1oy
50 principles was beyond Japans power: And that thinking
|:r]. Komura's readimg of the new industrial revolution ="

Wanand early 1903 an epic struggle erupted hetween'ltas
e Katsuri-Komnora government, [o feared war with Russi
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and deplored dependence vn Great Britain and the United Stares. 1, -lxcal s as they please.” After all, “the only power they need
thus advocated “exchanging Korea Tor Manchuria™—that is, Japue 00 e s 55?&2; :

would receive a free hand in Korea in retum for recopnizing Bussisy e ik rsurd-Romiuira government meanswhile _"N“'I”‘:’md AR PEERG
free hand i Manchurid. On the other hand, Komuras policy afmed ¢ Bk, ToensuTe @ Consensus in the cabinet. h.urnultﬂ ‘]F,'Pm'wh_ed St
obtaining rights m both Koren and Manchuria. He thought 4 confronizt giiceeburg for a settlement. Bussia did not [‘l:'_*.ipi’il'lf] for hl__t}r_“m day.
tion with Russia was inevitahle. Any deal with the sar, as o wped, ; it s answer appeared in October tgog, L ves s;rdmnng: t,[m_':\m
wolldd necessarily only be.a “shorr-tenn remedy” To cluar the way: and : ed complete freedom of action in “““Ch“”“‘ "'"h!_l‘f !‘“‘"““H
estahlish the necessaty power alignment. Kemura aimed for a formg sits it hores: Even fto and the {relative) F“‘"R‘Im“"'“ taction I‘_:"“
allignce with Great Britain and an informal understanding with ik ente Katsuras patvon, Yamagata. at Jast hud hic chance lo seize
United States. He knew all ahoat the US, aversion (o formal alliances S Snd drise back: Russia, abjectives e had hasbored since the
Since the near-disastrous alliance with the French hétween 1778 and fe now presuded over o powerlul military, B‘"f’"’-’““ !59,: and
18ea, Americans had kept [ree of averseas ties so they canld frecly pus hese forces consumed ahout 30 10 52 percent of Jupan’s annual

slfsnme 1010 20 percent of total natioral incomes. The policy

stie their own interests. Such poing-it-alone was the real definition o : | inconte
s nearly all officials was fukoks kyahet, o “enrich the nagon

their own “isolationtsm” In early g0y, a US. veporter ashed Komus
whether an Amencan-Japan deal could Be worked our so “the Philigs
pine fslands could be the garden, Japan the factory, China the market) -
and the United States the banker” Komura replied that Japan was [ufj Bieinees just before the 1868 wir, many Japanese woried that il
ready 1o ntensify its manufacturing. He added that the Japanese Lol er ;ﬂﬁﬂﬂhihie an already depressed cconomy. But others,
necded Philippine products, especially 1obacco and sugar. The Foreigy 1 textile imu.lluuers. demanded ?'-'IETJQ]ILEFI;IH Jl'l:.il'k(l't!-.; an/
mnisier politely did noLadd that such a neatly integrated vperation s it Russia ioz them. Again smmding like U5, h_mjuusg
o be worked out on Japanese terms, not necessarily on those of (i) one newspaper hinally decided w early 1oy 1hm_[h“' _“"d'
hankerd) fEssy peace " was “wolse than # lemporaty war. Jupdnese

h 4 - - 1 3 " ¥ = a g ] T L
homuras dggressive approach trinmphed on Jantgry 32, 1wes, v Americans in ver another way: while deeply divided

Great Britain and Japan signed an alliance that shoak the internatingl gesthiimportance of the new Danwinian and social Danviniin hEhrf?‘
terrain. The treaty. recognizing Jupan's special interes| in Koren. funk i fffexpansionists cited theun to demonstrate J b
provided that i other powers attacked e of the sianatories, the oth Fity & P_-ﬂ;umseh'es up by ‘i“-:"f own bootstraps since 1863, the
would came to jts aid. In a stroke, Rovnura put Korea al Japan's disp _ I I_ﬁ hown they Ve the fittest, that they ﬁfﬂ"h] Alop e h
He also prevented any more Triple Interventions from robbing Japan _ & dderatong with a few ather great pawers Further expansion
its conguests, and began o integrate the warld's grestest navy with llviover ithe less fortunate Chinese) was in 4 fUture: that ol

Japan’s fleet in war planming along the western Pacilic. For their pa® s Land worthy people could giim]?h'rt-“t - |
the British forestalled a possible Japanese-German deal, They coulé SHYIgS Japan was o a war frenzy LS. l"-ll_lllﬂt_-‘-'r Llovd Gris-
pow prevccupy Bussia with Jepan in Northeas Asia so the sar woul Fportediio Washington that “The Japanese nation is noty wrkes
have less time 1o pressure Afghanistan and thresten India, ™ 1 .P'hhﬂ’ oFexcirement.” If no war occurred, *it will be a sevece
The surprsed Russions heman 1o bend by evacuating some troof et (0 the Japanese individual of every walk of life- The

From Manchuria in 1902, By 1923, however, the retreat stopped. Japi8 bl (13 t:ru]er such 4 strain that the prescnt cnncliiiup cannot last
snd Grear Britain quietly wrged Chinese officuls to put more press ' HRaDese way song chanted fhﬂi Great Britan, "Lion, I._nlLl]']. I.h‘e
om the Russiuns. The United States, alteady recopniized as an Infoomee ' BESLE nows approves of s and America swnpaluhw.es with
membeorof the Anglo-Japanese alliimee, also pushed the Chinese— " Fnr civilization.” The lynes were TLITEts F‘"“_”‘"u had
instead hackied away. “We have done the Chinks a great servips, whits Frebaitiad _J&HE_‘!”“' Boosevelt and Secrctary of Siate Moy Jl_ll[—{'.lﬂi“‘!d
thev don 't deem o recopnize, declsred the State Department's rankig cliLll with Russip: He knewe thiat the Americans uictly, bt

Asian expert Willksn Hookhill Tt will never-do'to ler thes jrmll il MELipan. Yer on Pebruary 4. 1gey, when the Inperiul Con-
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ference decided 1o wage war. it was not done without fear The army S warned that iF the Japanese and British gained control of Asi,
figured it had only 4 fifty-fifty chance of defeating Russia; the navy iean saads would be shut put, Only Russia’s market and cadpers:
e:dpeﬁlr;‘d to) dose half its fleet. To avoid such disaster, the government [ = Hiosier senator argued, could ke US. invitlvement woeth-
layinehed 4 surprise strike that destroved pan of the Russian fleer 5 L opsevelts close friend Henry Adams touk unother, more
Port Arthur, and landed rroops in Korea before the tsar recesy et a decla Seinouss approach: “Everybody is interested, and excited, and all are
i of war. Americans and British applanded such ingemousness, e Risssian. almost to a dangerous estent [Adams wrote privately in
1.5 Minister Horace Allen ol Washington that since "These peapla ¥ *the Husso-Japanese War erupted]. 1 am the only—relattve—
[Koreans! cannot govern themselves,” a “civilized race” like Japay e aflbar, and only because | am hall-crary with the fear that Rus-
should take over “these kindly Asiatics [or the good of the people and g straight o another French revolution which may upset
 the establishment of arder und the development of commerce.” Of : };‘ﬁrﬂd us too: A serious disaster 1o Russio might smash the
course, Allen was confident Japan would keep Korea “open” tw all far Wholle civitized warld.”
“development of commerce."™ Al wmiderstood a fundamental fact about this era that oo few
At the same time, Japan dispatched an old friend ol Roosevelt's Hae e caul fapan and Russia were both backward, brinle secicnes,

vard days, Kaneko Kentam, to Washington for talks with the Presiden : il with the rapidly indusmializing Amencans and West Europe-

about how the contlict could end. As the historian Shumpei Okanioigs f verl thie ternble precarousness of cach of these societies.
ohserves. Japanese officials thus were “thinking of ending the war i sk could rigeer a string of internal catastrophes. Americans
the time of beginning it Roosevelt and most Americans thoroughlus & being Ufiven outward by their successes ind divisions at home;
sympathized with the |apanese position. At the weg Lounisiana Puirsy Jipanese and Russians were being driven oatward by weak-
chase Exposition in $t. Louis, the Japanese, one reporter wiote, el divisions at’ home. Adamss clinice was not merely to be

nodonger seen as “half-developed. peculiar people” who made "toys and) awvard Bussia He wanted to quit the scarch for Asiany markets.
kiickknueks,” but as “one of the first nations of the warld" Anothid poested building o tariff wall around the United States 10 shut
weiter breathlessly explained in Darwinian terms that Japan's quick i)
umphs over Russia were understood by anthropologists as resultings | - Asla, while Americans could keep their system going at
from “the complexity of the blond.” Rese mbling Anglo-Saxons, Japangse S Ll re generativns a7,

were "the most camplex” people in Asia. (The writer also admutted thl _ nit neeupant af the White House posh-poolied his friend’s
anthropologists sctually knew little about [apanese.) At the Paortlznd] gosevelt had closely studied America’s Asian desting He
Exposition in 1595, & journalist fanlasized over the profits to be made been tutared by Brooks Adams and Alfred Thayer Mahan on
from Sco million Asins, “hall of the population of the entire worldis ’ dtoalevelop and protect (by force if necessary) Asian markets:
when “they wake (i after the Busso-Japanese wat. .. The day whell§ | ™ was entermg the Pacitic Century, Rousevell passionately
the Pacific shall be transformed into an Americun lake will come evEll SRR, Gind Jipan was fighting Amencas fight against Bussia
earher than Seward’s prophetic vision arasped,” Such optimism rested) _ by racist {(when he especially wamed 1o demean some-
on one assumption: that a victorious Japan would open Asinn markess ' ed theny a "Chinese’ ), and believing that race was a primary
B A etioans Tiinant i hastary, TR had little beliel in social Darwinism The
Not evervone trusted the Japanese. U5, [nvestors poured $53 milliom Siieny recalled that <ocial Danwinism could be championed by
inta Russin by 1go6. Some mate fortunes in helping build the Transs ; i perialists (as William Graham Summnert, as well as by
Siherian and other transportanon networks. Powerdul Republican Patig BEANStE. Fle proferred Lumurckianism, with its suggestion that
figures; Including Civil War hero and railway entreprencur James Hi'S ' saces could mprove the characieristics of the Inferior, Social
risen Wilson and New York attarney John | MeCouok; tried to) persusSs e the United States (and Japan] was too complex 1o lend

MeKinlevand Roosevelr thut Russin could be a mare profitable and 1S5 . iy esplanation for imperialism or anti-imperalism. Cer-
dlatigerons partnerthin Japan. The two presidents were not moved- 188 e 2 ‘Considered it unimportant that the *Japanese arenf i
arch-epansionist Republican senator from Indiana. Adbern |- BevenlESS ! Rt pace from ourselves and - the Russiins are plahe
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sume race.” As he had eadier noted, Russians posed a “more senuyg ' ,ﬁu_ss‘.mmi agatnst Jews, especially between the carly (BBze and
problem” to {iture Americans than did even Germuany, while “Busshg v Massacre of 1ge3. These pograms produced both o wave
and Amcricans . . have nothing whatsoever fn cammon.” Roosevelp Sivieh mmigration into the United States and anti-Russian mes-
cven later brageed that in 1004 he had warned France and Germarmy g ,ﬂje:U;S- Congress, including eccmomic retaliation. Roosevelt.
o interfere agamst Tapan, # boast without documentary evidence 2# ped Jewssh mends and political support, condemned the tsic's
At the same time, Roosevelt understood he was dealing with dyne fiftes, although more privately than publicl
mite. Ag he wrote in one lettet: “if the Japanese win out. not only 1he g alreadv-strapped |apanesc mreasury failed (o float large loans
Gy hut all of us will have to reckon with a great new force in eastem and New York during April 1gog, Jacob Schiff, the powerful

Asia, . . . If. moreover. Jopan seriously starts in 10 reorganize China and i the Kuhn, Locb myestment bank, ook charze. He worked with
makes headwav, theee will result a real shifting of the center of equilib- s fri i, Lord Rathschild, of the great European bankimg house; to

rirm as far us-the white races are coneerned.” In another letter of mid-
1024, he wrote that over Junch he had told his old friend; Baron Kaneka;
that Japan “might get the hig head’ and enter into & seneral career of
insolence and aggression” that could tum out to be “very unpleasan foz
Japan." Roosevelt apparently suggested 1o Kaneka that lapan follow s

r [or Tukvo. For the third loan, Kubn, Loeb sought Sos-million
own Monroe Doctrine in Asin—that |s, civilize and order, but not cons sene war bonds, but received $sec million in subscriptions in
quer, the region, (In the 1g32s these alleged Rooseveltian temnarks werg - et [thetirs: These loans mitrked the birth of Wall Street as a
resurrecied by ar imperialist Jupan.} The President also told Kanela termutionial diplomacy, One juurnal noted that it-had “never
that Americans could leam from Japan about how to deal with “the eonflict in which the United States was not an active partici-
miscry in our great cities,” but the lapancse “liae] 1o Jearn from us e i jhej'c:;_.-.ms anything like the unanimity of opinion orintensity
icdeal of the proper way of treating womanhood.” Kaneko agreed, Tn-all uthy syhich is felt m the repulilic for Japan.™!
(he President noted 1o his intimate [riend. British Ambassador Cedt o Schiff’s herculean effores, by April 19es lapanese officials
Spring Rice; in June 1go4, if the Japanese “win out L may pngsibh e mselvies in & bind, On the one hand, Kuatsura and EE—PEL'.ia"}f
a strugele between them and us the future; hut 1 hope not Ar ki had ‘enlarged the primary abjective from Korea solely 1o Koren
Ll L Minchuna, Elated and overconfident, they aimed, ves, to nemove
How to avoid the “strugsle’ haunted Boosevelr during the neat fie “danger from Sewth Manchuria, but also replace it with
vears of his presidency. Fe failed 1o find an answer, ather thal spower They believed they could do this without stepping on
retreating from Asia and leaving it to the Japanese. Not winting il iderable 17,5, cconomic interests i Manchuma, Throughout
the “despicalble” Russians or the Japanese with ther "big head” w018 ﬁ:ﬂm'u:a reassured Roosevell that Japan anly wanted to defeat
amph, ‘TR hoped “that the two powers will light unul both arc Fuif erwise Tohyo would accept the Asian status quo. (Komury
wall exhaustisd " The peace tesma would then "not mean the creation ¥ puished this line after the Russtans told the President thar
of either a yellww peril or a Slav peril.” It was & plous hope. The welk \btained Korea, the Philippines would be next.) Konmra
drilled fromt-line Japanese forces oversan ifl-prepored Bussian reseis rquite straipht with the person whom the Japanese hoped
ists; then in early 1go3 won tougher battles ar Port Arthur and Mukden eir victorv, Bt his povernment's bind was tighter. For
Muliden cost Japan at least 41,000 casualties and Russia nearly 6208 ;
But Russian resources seemed Hmitless; Japan's were not. “Wihile 15 S ndsocisl strains (not Lo mention 81,o00 dead). they
enemy still has his powerful forces in its [sicl home country,” Yamigss ﬂﬂi riches from the war—that is, they expeeted & large
warned, “we-have already exhausted purs." svell as territary from the tsar Katsurs and Komura et
Some: Americans: stepped  forward © to help  replenish. Japaiss i atticials realized they now faced o Russtan urmy three
resonrces: Theyswere led by leading Jewish imvestment bankers i N8 ol Jupan's, The tsar had used the Trans-Sibertan line 1o
York Gitrwhe had wimessed, or personally endurcd, the atrogitie=COES trims s dayand transter 506,000 troops from Eurppe==



