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effective war-power than a “patriotism’ prodi
ship and oppression. This fundamental mis;
the strengths of & free society was more se :
ing the output of southern California’s airplan

According to statistics released by the Mims

' Lﬁreater East Asia
-t'::'fr}‘ osperity Sphere:
and Welfare in the Diet in 1956, Japanese de: =

.
1937 to August 1945 from combat, combat-rel 1 L ! tlﬂ}] “'l;
and war-related fatal illnesses (military nm:lc:i " it atl n'

for the military) amounted to about 2.3 mil] i :l“lta AOR
does not include tens of thousands rmssmg
counted for.®® This inglorious body count is:
Japanese people paid for their leaders® folly.

, and abroad, a potpourri of moral imperatives was
ustify the Pacific War. The thrust into Manchuna was
4 as “the right of self-defense.” The puppet regime of
kuo was described as “the formation of a virtuous
d “the cooperation of the five races.” " The former was
m that Man(:hukuﬂ would be an ideal state following
hteous way,” a Chinese utopian notion of social har-
justice; the latter asserted racial harmony of Chi-
Aanchus, Koreans, Mongolians, and Japanese
e hostilities against China were for lofty goals: “To
|n5|ulent Chinese’; “the construction of a regene-
X “the unity of Japan, Manchukuo, and Chma”.
‘th mns.tmr:lmn of a new East Asian order.” Fresh
were pmﬁer&d to explain the start of hostilities
nst America and England. Negotiations were broken off
America in order to protect “'the Empire’s position as the
zing force of Asia.” War was declared because “Our
pire for its existence and self-defense has no other re-
Candid assertions of national interest were mixed
fessions of Asian solidarity.
’s advance into Southeast Asia allegedly had the twin
lives of “building a Greater East Asia Co-Prosperily
* and liberating Asians from “American and British
erialism." As if to give substance to these claims of a new
FS-Asian solidarity, in 1943 Burma and the Philippines were
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declared * mdependfmt" and an Indian Provisional _w In the highest government councils no time or sentiment
ment was established in Singapore. In November 1943 : i on the rhetoric of sclidarity. At an Imperial Con-

leaders of Manchukuo, the Wang Ching-wei regime, T nce 0 Nﬁvamberi 194, Finance Minister Kaya Okinorni
land, the Philippines, and Burma were assembled in Tep: ined occupation policy for Southeast Asia: “We must
a Greater East Asia Conference. The name Greater East for the present the economic dislocation in that area
War was chosen to convey a sense of a new Asia throwing push vigorously ahead with our plans.™* Policy for the
the West. But were the arcas of Asia that fell under Japa inistration of the southeast Asian occupied areas ap-
control and military occupation really “liberated?” Did a Liaison Conference on November 20, 1941, con-

enjoy “‘co-prosperity™? A careful examination of the realities ed the following: “The local economy will be strictly
of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere is crucial toan - edin order to facilitate our acquisition of essential war

understanding of the war. _ yerials and the self-support of the occupation forces. Re-

The term Greater East Asia Co—Prmpf:rit}f Sphere did ngf ste for relaxation of controls must not be allowed to inter-
mean an egalitarian solidanty encompassing the complete i i these objectives.” The policy directive continued:
dependence and equality of all Asian peoples. Japan's Independence movements by the local peoples must not be

interests were to take precedence in the region. Japan § o or the time being.”** At the Liaison Conference

be the political leader of the new Asia, “'responsible fnrga:- 14, 1942, Hoshino Naoki, chief cabinet secretary,
nance and guidance . . . of those peoples who lacked the ; i e are no restrictions on us. These were enemy
ity for independence” And Tokvo would : 1 s We can take them, do anything we want to."”
preferential position in the development of those reso "._ Peiichi, chief of the Planning Board, and Finance Min-
the region essential for national security.’"! In March/ 194 sisted that “There should be a long peried of
Imperial Rule Assistance Association published "'Basic ailitary povernment. We must not promise independence to
cepts of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere,’ /hich 1 seoples or encourage any willful ambitions.”™ The
explicitly stated: “Although we use the expression *Asiafl : n:ulltar:.r administration of occupled areas drawn

operation,’ this by no means ignores the fact that Japan Wi 5 | me month contain the following: “Industry: The
created by the Gods or posits an automatic racial equa 0 ‘region for the present will be a source of raw materi-
In other words, some Asians were more equal than othel i a market for our manufactured products. Measures
fact, the assumption of Japanese superiority pern’._lea_tf':_ti—,__ -_ : en to prevent the development of industry in this
tions with the rest of Asia. The Japanese Literature P : es will be kept as low as possible.””” Even when
Association orgamzed a conference of writers and li ! fice was subsequently granted, as with Burma and

people from the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphe:
parently taking pan-Asianism seriously, Kaneko Mitsu
wondered if intellectuals from other countries could B
accept Japan's spirit of hakkd fehin (the eight corners: ol
world under one roof). This brought a sharp rehuj{t"f
Nakayama Shozaburd, a conference orpanizer: HTheyaee
‘intellectuals from other countries.” They are members 2t S -

Co-Prosperity Sphere assembled under the august authorith€ r 10 consider the prewar Japanese colonies.
the Emperor.”* L ‘adao, writing in Kashin in March 1941, called the
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enpi (pi was soldiers’ slang for “comfort gird™),
sexual outlet for the soldiers. The women werc
to the front lines for fornication between combat
and apparently many were killed in the fighting.*®
jthin Korea, resistance was virtually impossible. Outside
intry, groups led by Kim Il-song and others allied with
werrillas fought against Japanese forces in Man-

steamn heat. Company housing for Koreans was cramped,
Common toilets, common water taps, and ondol heating were.
deemed adequate. The Japanese management saw nothing,
improper about these disparities,* =
While separate and unequal treatment was the rule; the
government adopted and enforced a strict assimilation policy,
to turn Koreans into loyal if second-class citizens. The Korean:
language was banned from the schools®* Koreans were
quired to recite the Oath of a Loyal Citizen: “We are subjects
of the Great Japanese Empire. We are loyal to His Imperial
Majesty the Emperor.”** After 1939, Koreans were “encour-
aged” to take Japanese surnames and stop using their Korear
names.** All Koreans were required to attend Shintd services;’
Christians were singled out for special persecution th!
shrine attendance and in other ways.** Mandatory perfor-
‘mance of Shintd rituals was especially repugnant, as shown by
the fact that in an eight-day period after Japan surrendered Er‘
1945, Koreans burned and destroyed 136 Shintd shrines and
buildings where the imperial photograph was on display;
As manpower shortages developed in the late 1930, pla
were made to utilize Korean labor. A large-scale forced |
fer of Korean laborers to Japan was carried out after 194158
Kim Dae-sik had a not untypical experience. He tried toevadé
the labor mobilization but was caught in 1943 and taken
in handcuffs to work in a coal mine in Kyushu. A Japs
student called up for labor service to construct an airfl
Tanegashima later recalled that although “Koreans w
hardest workers . . . they were frequently beaten with wood
clubs."*" Manpower requirements prompted special laws
permit Koreans 1o serve in the military. Koreans could *
unteer”" for the Japanese army after 1938 and the na
1943.2% Later conscription was extended to Korea: AR

mately 187,000 soldiers and more than 22,000 satlars &1 S ity .
from the colony: If forced laborers are included, 8 tOWRY : ministration of the Kwantung Leased Territory. A

370,000 Koreans were pressed into war duty® ‘aceounts and anecdotal vignettes will give the
Fomimwers also:mobilized-by the thousandsin dship panese rule there: A Japanese woman raised in
to the batilefronts as “comfort girls' for Japanese &

lonial rule of Taiwan closely resembled the adminis-
orea, Taiwanese were permitted fewer political
cans. Local self~government was expanded in
et half of the prefectural council members were ap-
d and the other half were indirectly elected by city
d town and village committee members.™*

ese lanpuage was mandatory; Chinese-language
e prohibited in Taiwanese newspapers. It was 2
premature policy. Taiwanese were denied Chi-
e materials before they had really learned Japa-

iorts to switch to Roman letters and (o devise a new
‘because of official antagonism.”™® Nakazawa
¢ sense of angry frustration when he asked a
if Japan had acted badly on the island. The
mptly replied, “Our language has been stolen
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real function: “"Manchuria and Mongolia will be
line of defense against the Soviet Union and China.”
1 t0 “attain and expand our national interests . . . a de

ionship will be established™ with the new state, and
| endeavor to make [Manchukuo] a fait accompli.""*®
expressed the government's determination not
riticism or other countries’ refusal to recog-
anchukuo. From its inception, the new state was an

t of Japanese military and economic pawer; the wel-
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seemed strange or unnatural to me that everyone doing map,..
ual labor—coolies, horse drivers, Jinricksha pullers—and .
beggars, all the lowest dirtiest jobs were done by Chinese. .3
To me as a young child, all Chinese were dirty, lazy, and
tricky.”* (A Japanese woman who had lived with her famil,
in Taegu, Korea, until she returned to I apan to enter college
grew up with g similar sense of a natural order with the
Japanese on top. She described to a classmate how in Kore:
only Koreans hauled night soil and collected garbage ang
trash. She was shocked to see Japanese doing such menja}
work when she returned to Japan. It made her feel very i
comfortable.)™ Discrimination was so total, so taken fo r
granted, that no one thought about it. A Chinese student from
Dairen recounted many tales of discrimination against Chis
nese. In Dairen rice was distributed to Japanese but not 1o’
Chinese. She came from a rich merchant family which cou d
buy blackmarket rice and did not personally suffer. Bur P : :
discrimination followed her to Japan because she had n ations were permilted. Transportation; com-
been issued a rice allotment book and still did not have nal defense, and internal security were all
She also said that only when she came to Japan did she = peesdinder Japanese control.*" The Kwantung Army com-
that not all Japanese were bad: " These episodes attest to o T s “Basic c‘;‘awﬂpﬁ for M:,;ﬁ:kuﬁ.‘;damdﬁcptgrﬂ'ﬁﬂf
the Japanese treated the local populace. _ ated: "The Emperor nchukuo reigns by vir-

Indoctrination reinforced Japanese superiarity, Asd divine will, the august will of the Emperor. He
Fumiko, a teacher in Kwantung, described how Chinese peror and his sovereignty inheres from the
dren were taught that they were “Imperial subjects.” ony he attains with the divine will. . .. The
they asked what nationality a “Imperial subject” was, she {ol ,Amy;-Commander. as the Emperor’s repr escnia-
them a subject was precisely that, a subject, and although they € guardian of the Emperor Pu-yi."** The conclusion

were not Japanese, they must work for the emperor.®® Japan-Manchukuo Protocol in September 1932 con-
S IhE administrative agreements: Manchukuo's national

8 enirusted 10 Japan; defense expenditures would be
Aanchukuo; the management and construction of
ort facilities, eic., required by the Japanese military
' eiitrusted to Japan; and Japanese recommended by
BHng Army commander were to be appointed coun-

e inhabitants never entered into the strategic equa-
y guidelines for Manchukuo were approved by
August 1933, The new state was to be “'guided”
ationals employed by the Manchukuo govern-
chind this civilian fagade was the unchallengeable au-

the Kwantung Army Commander who also served
ador to Manchukuo. Neither political parties nor

Manchukuo

The Japanese army’s systematic violation of domestic:
international law in'Manchuria has been discussed e4r
The illegitimate offspring of that sustained crimimality,
chukuo, was not the moral entity advertised in Siogans

s ik ern of sustained manipulation and control suggests
“the virtuous state." Cabiner decisions in March 1932 showed

i Was no bemg midwife who withdrew after a diffi-
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cult delivery and allowed 1ts progeny to develop as an autong.. _ - worst offenders. Novelist Takami Jun witnessed an
mous state. The new “state” was less a creature of Tokyg, ' it in Harbin in November 1944 in which a first Jieuten-
however, than of the Kwantung Army. Pu-yi, the "Emperor in uniform was annoying a cabaret dancer. Unable to put
of Manchukuo," dreamed of restoring a Manchu dynasty, In } it anymore, she finally slapped his face and ran oy
the daytime world of bayonets and power politics, his preroga- ficer chased her into the dressing room and forced her
tives were far from royal. The Kwantung Army regulated {0 dance,*®

every aspect of his public: appearances. All his-questiongitig eal economy was systematically looted, First, the
subordinates about government affairs drew a standard reply, ants” land was seized to provide land for seftlers from
“The [Japanese] vice-chief handles that,” or “You must alsg. Many of these peasants later joined guerrilla bands and
ask the vive-chief.” Pu-yi visited Japan in 1940 and received t Japan.*7 Second, forced labor was dragooned
replicas of the three sacred regalia from the emperor—a tiful ways. Yoshimura Mitsuo described one of
sword, a bronze mirror, and the curved necklace. Upon his 0 *'As the war situation grew worse, the. b

return to Manchukuo, he was required to erect a na obiliza eg#ngerated into abduction. Men traveling on
Shintd shrine and to worship Amaterasu Omikami, - ' ankuan were forcibly stopped and loaded on
peror” Pu-yi personally had no illusions about his status. . Some were faken by the hands and feet and

Looking back years later, he felt he had been nothing mate iy up into the vehicles. These hapless victims
than & Japanese puppet.*" ; & s who had just corne in from the country to
Manchukuo’s material base was as foreign dominated as the ' nething and men returning from a visit with friends.
political superstructure. Only 2 percent of capital mves ' Ung man was. to be married the next day and had just
funds were by third country nationals and | percent was la ; ‘make a purchase.”** The seizure of human
private capital compared to 40 percent Manchukuo state capi ) gical step for the Kwantung Army, which was
tal and 57 percent Japanese capital. Moreover, Manc i abit of requisitioning horses for its annual field maney-
state capital came from the government and the Manch oid the requisition, owners blinded their animals.
Heavy Industry Company, both Japanese controlled - : € visitor noted that “every single hotsé Bt for army
financed. Thus Japanese capital accounted for almost all iD= d been blinded."**
vestment. Japanese capital totally controlled transportal _ laborers would have been better off maim i
communications, new heavy industry, ﬂ,_nd the explm_ta#ﬂ : 10 an eyewitness account by Sugawara Tokio, In early
natural resources for that industry.** Manchukuo's econoitiy : ber of Chinese were used to build fortifica.
was completely subordinated to Japanese capital. A : Hut'ou Shantu on the Manchukuo-Russian border.
How the Japanese behaved in Manchukuo showed wha . | Were forced to work with their legs manacled. The
new “state’ really was: they acted as if they were in ; austing, the hours long, the treatment beutal
colonies. One long:time resident later wrote: “There _ some 10 Russia. The unlucky ones who were
Japanese who rode in horse cabs and then refused 10 PRYSCE \ tartired by burning and the water treatment and

the driver demanded payment, they beat him half to dcetHg ' 150meplace, They were barely human after that.
the Chinaman protested. to the police, the authfmtlﬁ al [ the escapee group received the same e
accepted the Japanese’s version even if he was:in the % S o nese workers ‘were beaten with heavy clubs in
These things happened all the time."** The Japanes&ftE T ight at the work site and on the road: Because the
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fortifications they were building were secret, no Chines.
shipped there to work were allowed to return home." They
were literally wnrka;i 10 death and their corpses were left 1o Bbenes wis seton fire, whereas another with
rot by the roadside*® g o A : a nom-
The suppression of anti-Japanese “bandits™ inevitably ; - sziﬂs?lg?lit;};;ewua :?ﬁmﬂ; The Japanese
brought death and injury to ordinary peasants. The Kwantung R e ades. Y sown in Man-
Army acknowledged that “most casualties in the bom ST '
raids were ordinary peasants” and that “In many cases
bandits fled and the local people were mistakenly slaughte

and erippling the man. One department store that
d Japanese customers and refused to sell rationed items

‘as bandits.”** Patently false reporting was commonplace, Ay

army study stated that “killed and wounded Chinese pea : | et " 1%
were always reported as bandits.” And mistreatment of the, ]r,éh[:;rfﬂigﬂmmg:lin.i tsﬂdmn? of northern
peasantry, “breaking into houses and seizing provisions," was gomic control. Use of the puppet Eai H Zi;;ﬁﬂpci"m 0
endemic.®® Incidents like the Plingtingshan massacre in Sep- \ 1ous Council for SeRigstig wasﬂfn 2 5 d_mn:uumst
tember 1933 were the vilest atrocities. The area was a bas : $ii5 store for China, The East Ho ey ancication of
the Red Spears, a secrel society bandit group. Japanese tr ke a smuggling base for heroin'aijm L;eglr:m began
gathered all the villagers under a cliff and mowed them dow Manchiria and Kwantung.” Acmrd'o S ;5‘:"15 sent
with machine guns.** The Kempeitai unit in Tunhwa, the ares B CEThe Seith Mansbudo o et
of greatest puerrilla activity, regularly brought in s fan Pharmaceutical
suspected of aiding the insurgents. *“The shricks of pair
the sound of whipping continued for an hour or so°
night in the interrogation sessions.™
The attacks on Japanese when the war ended in Augus
1945 were an explosion of pent-up grievances; “the
churian hatred of Japanese was palpable.”®" The sig
long been there. Okura Kinmochi visited Manchuria i or the Japane :
and found widespread antipathy to Japanese rule. A Efﬂpimnp.rmds: cﬂi& :rl?:cg’ndb;d:]l}' needed the
chukuo state minister told him: “Under the present CIrcas weaked havoe on the Chinese apanese army
stances, if a war breaks out between Japan and Russ : es like the North China Develo
Manchurians will rise in revolt against the Japanese.” A5 Py ar Sentral China Promotion Com pm ‘3’]1_; Com-
able Japanese' told Okura that "If our troops were WIS d of hostilities. Carpetba rspanyh;‘:;;ﬂ_a Sated
now, 1 am sure that all Japanese would be slaughtes 10-seize Chinsse oro pﬂfgﬁiﬂ r}'s Into the
These were accurate predictions of what happened at the ina. The Chinese m?:m ﬁ}u]]'l" 3 tha E;nehc bid to
end. Of course, many Japanese who neither ﬂbt@d B n a;n',i_-?a 'kEH::[ S ol Aniacon at “Japan-China
ploited the local people were caught in thﬂ:haf-'ki'hs}llj ' a1 being shot at by the Gapanese ﬁﬂ?lm?;ﬁ dan-
retribution was often precise. Tanaka Sutekichi was U Wi Rokusarhs kogi (Lectures on Interaat; 1 hisi1941
for having thrown a driver who asked for his fare downa obu Junpei states: that “enems p;?];i:-r};w é"
b ad-

5 frm=bngan producing a la 1 1
I gk ige quantity of heroin
e Histﬁhuted 1t with "safepassage documents™ pro-
| l= ' the Iis&r:li“pﬂmr The major heroin dealers showed
1J61 tion for arm tectl ibuti
2 HOIL lor army protection by contributing funds
: mﬂ:tary airplanes, When the war spread across
U imported heroin worth about $10 million

id s0ld it in Shanghai. He earned almost ¥50

£ s
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ministered by the army in 1940 included a great variety .;;.f woman 2 mﬁnipomt to perform the sexual act. Another
factorics. There were twenty different kinds in 110 places in rape victim, in shock from the disgrace and pain

north China and twenty-séven categories of factories at 94 herself.®*

locations in central China. Shinobu defended the control of Japanese forces committed atrocities against the Chinese
enemy property as a '‘temporary measure” to prevent its ruin hﬂF.iﬂ;thﬂ combat zone.* A corporal back home from
while the owners were absent. However, the practice violated ain 1942 bragged at a welcome home party about
Article 46 of the Hague Convention, which required safe- P at Hsuchou: “While out foraging for supplies we
guards for private property. oA pregnant waman, We stuck our bayonets in her
Japanese forces openly plundered Chinese property. Troops  skewered her like a piece of meat. ., . [ wiped oil
marching into Paoting after its surrender “broke store wifi- my sword blade so the Chink’s blood wouldn't stick and
dows, grabbed valuables, and draped the loot across their ) I cut a coolie’s head off with one stroke."*" Kawashima
fifies. s In the rice-rich lower Yangtze River deita, Chinese 5
peasants worked months in the paddy muck only to see the * soldiers flibe_a;t a Chinese with rocks until his skull split
crop hauled away in Japanese trucks, often to already bulging: ad he fell in a pool of blood. Then they kicked him and
army warehouses where it rotted.® Japanese troops shot Was W more stones. Officers watched the killing and did noth-

;%Eg-wman, his wife I suppose, clung to the man-

lagers Suspected of secretly aiding the Eighth Route

ter buffaloes for food, although the beasts were the only mea
old peasant women had of farming their fields and avoidmg
starvation.®*

Rape was an accepted prerogative of the Imperial Armyy Were savagely tortured for information. Interrogators
Gomi Kosuke, an enlisted man, saw a veleran soldier attack slispect to a ladder and forced water down his throat
a Chinese woman during a short rest break. To save time, : 0” hey stripped the victim to the waist, smeared
soldier mounted the woman in full uniform with all his amo : * h”ﬁﬂf«‘k- and set it on fire. Other methods included
nition and gear. He pumped away while she scream e easants 1o walk 50 meters ahead of Japanese troops
Tamura Taljird's Rajo no fru tairetsu {Naked Women 1Tl . mines were suspected. The farmers were used as

Ranks) has many provocative passages ahout sexual condd g t%’t}:_c;mrs and were blown to bits if they “found"’

One soldier says to another, “I've been told that if ou e, The yiolence was often as random as it was brutal
poes out on a combat mission, it’s all right to rape the : = : tm‘i'-‘s patrolling in a village saw a flitting
we find, They say the raped women must always be k _ they entered a nearby house and dragged out an old

fn another section, a soldier watching a regiment PP d a young woman with bound feet holding a baby.
from the distance could see “patches of white mixed 08 “Stabbed the old woman to death. The woman with
the marching column.” When the unit got closer, f= it s_l;ut_m the back as she hobbled away. A soldier
“there were naked women” with the troops. An NG i the fallen bodies and yelled, “The baby's alive.
admonishing the men, *If you want {0 get your handst ﬁd“r The squad leader gave 2 two-word reply:
Chink broads, you better keep up with the marchi % - : mﬂfe few examples of atrocities condoned by the
Keep your eyes on thoss Chink bitches an::i kca};! : : 5 thﬁfﬁtf: 10 indicate the pattern of troop bahav-
These descriptions were based on actual experiences: - i HIETE are so many atrocities recorded that one
nese-youth told of seeing Japancse soldiers force &8 begin 1o list them all.
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Chinese laborers were forcibly mobilized by the same meth. ly after arrival, and about 6,000 died sttt
ods used in Manchukuo. In March 1944 police of the Wang. n. The major causes of death were malnutrition and o
government ¢closed off a section in the middle of Hankow, and. o U?W?rk' and exhaustion. A substantial mumbe,
“any men who seemed physizally itiwere selad ?md put o - e ..E;war&.kllle'd I cscape attempts. On June 30, 1045,
falting trudks At the, Japaneerarmy GRITIC OUEHRS “@hiﬂﬁf at the Hanaoka Copper Mine, Akita Pre-
actus] coundup, but [he Wenig zogiin complained'n Wi against bad working conditions and treatment.
ing face as 2 “sovereign”™ government and asked to take over

=3 n_i;’:; the authorities killed over 400 workers 74
that part of the operation too. The Japanese army granted the POWSs for forced labor was one Spect e

request. Isoda Isamu described the human tragedy of lhfi"g _;ﬂbﬂ.uf international law and the mistreatment of
forced musters: “Early one morning I heard young women

bkt ' e prisoners. Even Shinoby Junpei, who usually de-
and children crying loudly outside. I rushed to the window, : apanese army conduct, expressed doubt about the
and saw a long line of men with their hands tied behind their ._ i fon'60 Chinese prisoners, The asaet tas
backs moving through the street. Apparently they had all been : 47 .

: ., cause the army was not adhering to international
scized for labor service™ Isoda ran outside: “The lme uld not submit reports about prisoner treatment.

stretched very far, A young woman who looked like a wif Ih ‘many accounts of prisoners being killed to provide
one of the prisoners was screaming hysterically at a pol ' aining for Japanese recruits. Kosaka. Toshikame
man, ‘Where are you taking them? Let him go! Oh, my hus- =Cruit when he was required to "learn the ropes”
band! 10 . "POWs in Ichang.™ Recruit Ogoshi Chihava
Many Chinese were forced to perform labor service at the: ta bayonet a Communist guerrilla captured in
front, and a large number were shipped to -‘apﬂﬂ: ,A cabin 3 a: The young man was tied to a wooden post
meeting on November 27, 1942, devi_sef:[ “dcllvery_ metSies 10 pieces.™ Many atrocifies were committed
to accelerate the supply of coolies. Chinese POWs and m 7K ¢ prisoniers; most were probably summarily
ians were rounded up, packed into jammed freight cars, and. 2nd never reached the training field to serve as live
moved to ports of embarkation for shipment to Japan e, 7
Chinese laborers were assigned the worst jobs and b 0InLs out that Japanese authorities regarded occu-
treated like animals. Instructions from the Kamalﬁ_hi_ ,_P-ﬂ 3 | s sovereign Japanese territory and tried to ignore
Station, Iwate Prefecture, in September 1944 to the *-I... o territorial rights of third countries. This was a clear
Kamaishi Mine confirm their subhuman status. The in ' ernational law. Shinobu recounted an anecdote
tions said; “The kindlier the Chinese are treated, the 1 € cavalier attitude toward China. After the
demanding and impudent they become. Therefore, ne ded in Shanghai in 1932, a certain Japanese (either
generosity nor leniency are necessary. .. . Reduce lh! i ficial or a military man) pointed to Fudan Univer-
ration of those who do not work effectively. . . Thﬂ'ﬁ_ e = d Shinobu, “This umiversity is crawling with
area need only be two or three inches higher than a pers tudents. Why wasn't it burned down?"
a sitiing position. . . . Bathing facilities 'arc-unnECﬁSﬂ’-_??'» ] od that if the existence of anti-Japanese students
cause according to Chinese tradition they are nﬂ"e::qi_‘b? HENL Teason to-destroy the campus, it would mean
defeated to the victors.” Approximately 41,000 Ghiﬂﬁ*_l inese and foreigner who harbored views contrary
sent to Japan as slave laborers. About 1,000 died aboard: TeSts would have to be killed; a rather forniida.
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ble undertzking.”® International law was completely forgottan:

during the war in China, The Middle Kingdom had became -"
Nationalist government ang Wwould lead to confusion

a kind of private hunting preserve for Japanese. ;

The Chinese masses in the war zone suffered teroibly, Army " i military o atio
doctor Okamura Toshihiko recalled one scene on a road in Ihi-: W 1ant, 'Ifﬂk}'m com[::nmisz v'::rti:'.::hwang Ching-wei
battle area: “There were more than ten corpses. One was a tiny. yel ar pennant bearing any rw ¢ demand that a
child in her mother’s arms.”"® A regimental commander on - Peace, and Naj cj; al %zim“ three slogang
" Struction be at-

the China front told Prince Mikasa Takahito, “Our policy hag o the top of the fla gpole. W

been to burn every enemy house along the way as we advange« ' the pennant pe on g .se ang made a counter-

You can tell at a glance where our forward units are.”" If the ational flag. This was up 5““““ Aagpole to stand

burn and destroy policy had been prohibited, *We would ot North China Army wnrk:;ﬂpmhk ta Japan. Al

have any idea where the front lines are "' The army called ic of the five-barred flag ad covertly to allow the

™ “every village and hamlet in wernment in North Chiﬁtﬁf z;"' :hfr Chin:;e
; egime that

it an “extermination strategy™;

the operations zone was burned to the ground. Not even a color of its o
B wn flag and :

M?_:Sﬂvﬂreign_ & has to accepta ft}l’ﬁlg]]

single puppy was left alive.”™® Their farms ruined, millions of h
homeless people were left to starve. The instinet for survival i-hui, 2 minister in the Chi -
led to desperate actions that were often totally misrepresented onee candidly rold Tsukyi ‘III‘IEse P rovisional Gov-
by the media in Japan. For example, the Asahi Gurafu on June are bath Chinese, sp we h&v:ii:,o’ Chiang Kaj.
W, Same regard f,
"TANg served as a puppet official: it nfzs su:;

28, 1939, ran a picture of Chinese women who had been sold

into prostitution. The caption read “'sold-off women.” A mare EXperience that it made b

accurate description might have used Ito Keiichi’s phrase, 1; : ¢ him want real indepen-

“women sent out as human sacrifices 1o earn a little money for
apan was one of the stupidest assump-

starving families.™® .
reater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere

Attempting to create the appearance of legitimacy was a
hallmark of Tokyo's military-political operations mn China:
The Chinese Provisional Government was set up in Pckingi
December 1937 and the Reformed Government of the Repub-
lic of China in Nanking in March 1938. Both were puppe
regimes pure and simple. Regardless of Wang Ching-wel's
intentions, the Reorganized Nationalist Government estatr
lished in Nanking in 1940 was also a puppet regime. Japal
endorsed the Wang administration as the legitimate govern:
ment of China, concluded a treaty with it in November 1940
and observed the formalities of state to state relations. ThiSS . .
public charade was belied by the behind-the-scenes disputes foresy.. Eimore, - - ;
over the regime’s flag. i e presence of Japanese-security

The Wang government wanted to adopt a white sun

HESE i i
“S€ Occupation damaged the Philippine economy

a gﬁqpu]?tian supposedly being liberated. Tuy.
lately; many supar fields wege ordered

Eotton prudur:ti_cm. 4 Crop more vital to the war

in 8
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and ordering the natives about—was a constant insult. The para apanm supply and communicat i
Filipinos watched with bitter resentment.” ava. After the capture .;;éSingapmc.mla?:ﬁ;tn;o::;?alrn Ma_
Granting independence to the puppet administration i e 1 0,000 overseas Chinese A rest_ﬂd
1943 did not reduce anti-Japanese feeling. Many Fi]ipi_n@jg‘l\! Aativitic n a short period of Bt Ceasiold tIu: YeIsve
joined the resistance; according to American figures; there ; = been established, several thousand ﬂmr grmlt
were almost 270,000 Filipino guerrillas. After mid-1944, the tered in a vengeful massacre. Acc dirding I::: J"S were
guerrillas received strong support from the general populace, pount, “The executions were carried out in a hcinuaugaﬂ*m
Many Filipino men joined organized guerrilla units, but the ) mber of Chinese were tied together, | way.
whole populace—old and young, men and women—coaper- lBoat laken oul 10 sea, and pushed overboar d_,:“md'zd S0A
ated with the resistance. Japan had “liberated” the islands 1 constant feature of Japanese rule. Ei
from Yankee imperialism and given the Filipinos their “inde- fhlays who broke into  military warehouse were exse ;lght
pendence.” Nevertheless, “The whole island chain becam g the heads were exposed in the buﬁie::me bl;-
hostile territory.” When the American counterattack started, : e, Notices in several languages were = nei::n l];}e

the people cooperated by providing intelligence information. i “They ki Kt

The Japanese forces were desperate, cut off from supplies-and i hop, bristli

surrounded by an unfriendly population.
The Japanese military struck back hard with tighter con-

trols and terror tactics, but this only deepened Filipino

tility.** The Filipino prosecutor at the Far East

b Us execution of resistance fighters e
Tribunal presented a long list of unspeakable atrocities ghters and criminals

it of the violent record. There were cases of rape

legedly committed by the Japanese army. The reaction of an ! terward the Japanese man took out a concealed pistol
Asahi reporter who listened to the sickening catalog was per= 4 shot Dman in the back when she tried to esias :
haps typical: “Even if the charges are somewhat cxaggerateiy it said that “military discipl'u:i s eraﬁi
we have to acknowledge that atrocities were commitie ' t feast compared to the China front ﬂter -

Many Filipinos were pro-American; they fought. : - ‘Once [ saw a woman's corpse with 'a b I.:m
Japan and welcomed MacArthur back. Not all, however. SR SCK into her genitals, o8 SRR

part of the resistance, the leftist Hukbalahap (Huk) guerr : ] of Singapore it was a strange Kind of libera-
were not only anti-Japan but anti-U.S. as well. The U.S. A g neor Yokota, “The pompous English were re-
slaughtered a large number of Huks on March 7, -Jf-“ _ 3 e rough, vulpar Japanese. Simply a change from

Counterinsurgency operations continued against the HuAs _ : Raffles Hotel was 5
well after World War 11 ended. g ¥ hi Hotel became [h:: ;?:te: ;l;gtglh D:;Zjn ;:‘i :
‘:'wezfﬂ_-mitftﬁ:l 10 use neither. The Japaness
Malaya ij,a't’?“ Seaview Hotel and pool for their own
: . . Tve ieaters, the Cathay and others, were re-
Singapore, with its large population of overseas CHIBE= e S€ only. Forms of racial discrimination never
was 2 stronghold of anti-Japan sentiment. The Chinese 6058 ; ¥ by the British were imposed.” Food became

munity contributed funds to the Nationalist governmenf ==t STice was mtioned. Malnutrition spread. as- the



The Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere 175
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D r .‘lred. nl a‘bwt ha_ th . ._.. - L g b
n reccived only If the ration c forces onginally occupied only the southern
area

indigenous populati
allotted to Japanese. Schools were closed and converted g e rem .
Japanese army barracks. Girls’ schools became restaurants i oo the'J a was promised its immediate inde-
nd brothels for Japanese only. Privation forced many female hik éhun{;[};n ’;f;il;lm}' extended the occupa
# - BE i " . =
students and widows (o work 1m Lhemn.mon sgaist Comuty : he Burmese army as an m:du;m“;::"f;{l’ government,

L : E

: ' ne Were enough 1o trigger a Eurmﬁgz;::itm!:m
o, but

Kuroda Hidetoshi was on one
nist guerrillas in Tpoh in 1943 Suspected villagers were lined | | added to inj
up to be identified by a prisoner. One young couple was picked ) - @':-&'“E o ;é;g&;’:c‘:“g“ﬂ' 1943 Burma was al-
| . Despite that formal chan
ge

out and loaded on a truck “ag a forlorn little girl watched them Premicr Ba M :
taken off. Not a tear stained that young face a5 she tutned 0 ":':w:: ; taw was still treated like a hireling. The
away, still waving, and headed home."” Over a dozen suspecleds . S ot stopped the vehicles of Burmese state
guerrillas were brutally tortured to get the names of others! - Gt S ront of Burmese police headquarters

The Japanese soldiers Were eovered with blood after a crazys - afiront to-a supposedly “independent” -gnvé;ni-l

of beating and killing the prisoners.”” A Japanese civilian ...
A E ﬂlﬂ 'Sl-lcce&sf'ul G‘-‘Eupation af -Bl.ll'ﬂ'.l.a = !

:;g;lﬂ?ae in the counterinsurgency unit said disgust, “1HE - S sace o the Bu '
:::5; Duf;[:?;pf;tg:ﬁ%m + these people just makes then a3 a1, he was subsequently Eﬁ'-; E:H;:ll:l houlter The
| _._-'. 1;35 not made an autonomous ;]Es:lglcrl o
7 = orces started to withdraw in March mg,

Burma fi BTﬁT TSt E (VDR Bl jogelics with e
: : . S Japan ""-c'gegi unched a sharp offensive against the

The initial response to Japanese forces in Burmd, the Dutchl i

East Indies, and French Indochina differed from that int :‘i

areas described above. At first the Japanese were perceiv fT.

liberators. It was only later that disillusionment et in, fol=
fficers organized the Indian National Army

Jowed by hatred and resistance.
According to Kuroda, the Burmese thought that “Japan & iSartembe
our great friend” and “the Japanese will accept us warmiys e l-he'.ﬂ],]tg: 1942. There were fundamental differ-
Many Burmese, wtheir hearts full of anticipation . - . ol and au ﬂmnusmt Indian leaders wanted an independent
out to greet their ally, _the. Imperial Army.” The,‘Ia 5 4 A 'An;;"_r:: army; Japan insisted that it parﬁ,-;i-
military responded to this warm Wt:lcﬂm::i am:‘; the g';j’t :13 . ﬂhﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬁﬂmgﬁﬂ; irnpas_ﬂs by Captain Mo-
t, and: putting thefl _ 110 issue a proclamation mlaﬁﬁfﬁj‘ﬂ?djm
Were

rice by “slapping the Burmese abou
¢ work hauling logs and water.” Some
back. “The MOTMINE'S exnltation gone,
pain and: despair.”! Disappointment follow
expectalion as quickly as one Japanese soldie
amother through Rangoon's streels:

Burmesccamehm. ] r
k T ™ : - froo
their faces lined W= AN froops were sent 10 the Rabanl i
e on the hetls® :;::, ;'_1*_’_ places unrelated: to 1nﬂja::n irfu};:l i
r-marched 818 B . | o™ Japancse puppet; Motran
e
dians like Subhas Chandra Bose hoped to use Japan
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to gain India’s independence; most Indians, however, re. y even to stand and sing the Japanese national
mained loyal to England and supported the war effort. Wheq ent, Kirni ga yo, in movie theaters 98
Japan invaded China in 1937, Pandit Nehru of the Congress ; berators™ " behavior followed the usual insensitive
party formed a China Medical Committee, organized a Ching pattern. It was common for “Japanese walking along the street
Day, and called for a boycott of Japanese products in SUppor eir disdain for the ‘natives’ or 1o get drunk and beat
of China, ¢ | ab drivers ... officers would screw around with
e __ ;_he tatami floor of Japanese-style restauran'u,_
L] cers and army civilians would get drunk in bars
Thdiiesn and. and sing at the top of their voices, drowning out

one else. "7

The Dutch East Indies were by far the most important. EJapanese army undermined Dugel prestige and assid-
strategic jewel in the South Pacific. Japan coveted the island's. IUSW fanned resentment toward the former rulers. Yet
oil resources; possession had been deemed worth war with the i ol infused with racial superiotity, was discrimi.

United States, England, and Holland. An Imperial Confer- ke d oppressive. Antagonism and resistance by Indone-
ence in May 1943 decided that "“Marai, Sumatra, Java, nevitable. An Indonesian volunteer corps was
Borneo, and the Celebes are Japanese territory and a priority. i -u.nl"auxiliar}' to the Japaness admihjstraﬁnn-aud
effort will be made to develop them as supply areas for major - ) help efense of the islands against an Allied artack.
natural resources.”™ Since this decision ran counter to & ndon volunteers resented “the attitudes and trajp-
ostensible policy of 'liberation*’ and co-prosperity, it was i

and the better treatment

R

secret; no public announcement was made. Two years_-l_:ﬁ{ 3 £ February 1945 this

with defeat imminent, the policy was changed from explo volunteer corps unit in Bulrili‘f‘;f-I
tion to independence. On August 17, 1945, two days | _.ﬂtgu.f_r_gquem.mgcks against Japanese in Wesi
Tokyo surrendered, Japanese navy officers assisted Sukamo, A Ak fribesmen because :

“the forest area they de-
Y cut down in lumberiug

Hatta Mohammad, and others in declaring Indonesia's i r__':l penidle or a living was ruthless]

pendence.®® This change of heart postdated the collapse .'r
Japan's southern front; it was not part of Tokyo's original:
plans to control the mineral-rich islands. ). L
Indonesians initially welcomed Japan, but the honeymogilt & $RECT0 other areas as laborers, and nearly all died. Th
was short-lived. Political rights were curtailed more than U _' Was ostensibly a voluntary recruitment; in. !'m:te
der the Dutch. In March 1942, the Japanese army banned ' 4 Variety of compulsory methods were USﬂd, fro '
groups and meetings and followed that in June with the profk the rations of those who did not repister 1o %
bition of all speeches; writing, and activities related to polit L oe
Nationalists like Sukarno and Hatta were ignored W
three-zone administration was implemented. Symbals of
tional unity and independence like the Merah Putih fag
the song Jrdonesia Raja: (Greater Indonesia) were also pio
hibited. Tndonesians were: forced to study the Japanese: 3=
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Kempeitai security measures were intended to u:ummam
the population into submission: “The rumor was that if the
Kempeitai took you away, that was the end. You would not
come back alive. They wanted everyone quakmg with fcgr.:*:‘_.
The Japanese army did its share. “Indonesian custom regards
a person’s head as very precious. It was 1aboo fo even touch.
another person's head , . . Japanese so]dlers.fnr no I.'tﬂﬁﬂnat‘
all would hit Indonesians on the head rjgh_t ?i_lul on th%
street. . .. Indonesians were frightened of their “liberators®
They could not even walk down the street in broad dayhgmgy:.
Hera Wati-dia’s younger sister was raped by a Japan&g; and
suffered a nervous breakdown from which she never recov-
E:red.“ -

War criminals were executed at Ambon_aﬁtr the war, “The
hatred and contempt for the Japanese prisoners was writfen 1
on the spectators’ faces. ... They shouted, ‘Get thme.-?{g‘
who stole the food from our mouths! . ., They deserve fo -"'.
Kill them! Kill them!" **® The crowd’s collective rage was the:

r Japanese rule. N .
lﬁéuli[:;nahﬂ. It?attn,p::d other prewar nati-::!na}ists tried to coop=
erate with the Japanese military to gain independence

Indonesia. Younger Indonesians whose political conscious=

ness was shaped during the Japanese occupation :irsdain |
such assistance in favor of winning independence with |
own hands. On August 16, 1945, members of the Indones
volunteer corps burned the Japanese ﬁag.lam:sted -::-‘._:lll?g.j@, 3
tors, and created the first liberated zone in Indonesta.™

French Indochina

ina. Many rice paddies
Japan also plundered French Indochina :
wcrcp::nven-:d to jute, and part of the rice crop was
to Laos and stored for contingency use. A severe food : III __
occurred: nearly 200,000 Vietnamese reportedly staryved i
death after the war.*%* - o
The: Vietnamese resistance 1o French colonialism: reg2iE

i
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panese @s a new wave of oppressors. [llegal activity
he formation of the Vietminh Front in May 1941

centraie the revolutionary power of all classes and
fities.”" 1% The first Vietnam Liberation Army Propa-
‘organized in December 1944, and the armed
celerated. A liberated zone of six counties was

w.{uue 1945 and became the major revolutionary

"\II

amese opposed rice requisitions and refused to pay
etminh posters and handbills reportedly were spread

i Japanese army camps and in puppet povernment

“Hhie next stage was a general uprising ordered in Au-
. On August 14-15, the Vietminh occupied many

iEmY positions near the liberated zone. On August
_____ dinh and other leaders decided to seize adminis.
control before the Allies landed, disarm the Japanese,
dy to welcome the Allied forces. Large demonstra-

= held in Hanol on Auvgust 19 and in Saigon on

‘Ho Chi Minh declared the independence of the
epublic of Vietnam on September 2 in Hanoi.
Toyofumi recalled his astonishment at seeing a
Lflag whipping in the breeze over a government office
ran (phonetic) only three days after the war

Were the realities of the East Asian areas occupied by
s¢ military. Control was imposed by force. Tokyo

) legitimize that control with terms like “libera-

g “independence." But there was no “East Asian
‘ ‘co-prosperity sphere.” It was & war-wasted
1€ peoples’ independence and their very lives

by brutal military oppression and economic

1S that the independence of many Asian peoples
' €ue to the Pacific War and that therefore the
OSitive side should be appreciated” underlie the
e Greater East Asian War.”’® It is true that
¥ occupation temporarily severed Western
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‘control and weakened the former rulers, But this was merely
an incidental consequence: Japan did not liberate Asia. The
Asian struggle for independence unfolded through the rigors
of the Japanese occupation. Asians won their .f“""d?‘“, by
fighting and dying in the resistance to Japanese |mperm];§%
To call Japan's disgraceful and bloody rampage a crusade for
liberation is to stand truth and history on their heads.

led corpses of Nanking anid Auschiwitz show how
provokes killing above and beyond the call of any
12 NeW weapons of mass destruction age incomparably
1al. Modern warfare, in which industrial production
f the battlefield and the distinction between
noncombatants is imprecise or gone al-
» feads to higher and higher death tolls. In ancient
re:s of opposing armies often met in individual
ecide the outcome. Now huge professional mili-
ash, with their societies mobilized behind them.

e Destruction of Human Values

rought atrocities on an unprecedented scale,
T€ an infamous hallmark of the Japanese military.
ents that occurred in oceupied areas have already
ioned. Here 1 wish ta elaborate on this theme and
erete examples that the Greater East Asian War,
1 glorified as a moral cause, was a dirty war of

te or refuse 1o commit brusal murder, war
a8sible, But war has the power to dehumanize
e his scruples about taking life: In'the heat of

e it 35 kill or be killed, survival often depends on
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